
Help look after our 
roadside vegetation

The Wagga Wagga Local Government 
Area covers an area of almost 5000km2 
and White Box Grassy Woodlands are the 
predominant native vegetation type.

White Box Grassy Woodlands were once common and widespread in this 
region, but since European settlement around 95% of this has been cleared. 
Less than 400 hectares of White Box Grassy Woodlands with relatively intact 
understorey are known to exist in New South Wales, and it is classified as an 
Endangered Ecological Community.

A large proportion of this important remnant vegetation can be found in 
roadside reserve areas where there has been less disturbance.

Importance of roadside vegetation
Many of our threatened and endangered animals now rely on the vegetation 
in these roadside reserves for food, habitat and as a corridor to move safely 
from location to location as seasons and food supplies change.

Healthy vegetation patches provide crucial ecosystem services. They help 
minimise weeds through competition, help to stabilise soils and prevent soil 
erosion and they help improve the quality of runoff water by naturally filtering 
out pollutants before they can travel downstream. 

Threats to roadside vegetation
Weeds are spread in a number of ways and will establish in areas previously 
disturbed. Once established it may take many years to make that area 
“clean” again. Red guideposts are used to identify areas of known priority 
weeds. 

Fallen timber and hollow tree branches provide habitat for many native birds 
and animals. Tree hollows take many decades to form; even dead trees are 
an important part of the ecosystem and still provide precious habitat. 

Rubbish can smother smaller plants, and cause death when animals ingest 
it or become entangled. Waste material washed into waterways can spread 
this pollution further and harm aquatic wildlife. Dumped vegetation can also 
lead to the spread of weeds.

How you can help
•	 Avoid Red Guide Post areas

•	 Always take your rubbish with you

•	 Purchase firewood from a reputable source

•	 Minimise disturbance of fallen timber and rocks

•	 Get involved with local environmental restoration projects

Roadside vegetation with High Conservation Significance has a canopy layer, midstorey and 
groundcover structure and is connected to other patches of vegetation.

Roadsides with Low Conservation Significance have been heavily disturbed and contain little 
or no native vegetation that is suitable for habitat or food.

This project has been assisted by the New South Wales 
Government through its Environmental Trust and support-
ed by LGNSW.


