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Dear Peter,  

Wagga Futsal, in conjunction with Football New South Wales, identified a need for a country based Futsal 

Competition in 2015 to help develop players from around the region and beyond. The competition targets the age 

groups Under 10, 12, 14 and 16 and is run on a mixed team format with both boys and girls able to play in the 

same team. This year will be the fourth hosting of the ‘Wagga Futsal Cup’ and the biggest yet, and we would like 

to ask for financial assistance from Wagga Wagga City Council in the hosting of this event. 

Outside of Sydney there is no other weekend cup style competition for Futsal, hence the idea behind giving 

country players from around the state the opportunity to come together and play against each other to further 

improve their game and to play against new opposition.  

The hosting of our cup competition contributes to the ongoing reputation of Wagga Wagga as ‘The city of good 

sports’ and further bring to the regional football community’s notice the standard of players that we have here in 

Wagga Wagga. 

Football New South Wales have supported Wagga Futsal since its inception in 2012 and through their support and 

the hard work of our local team we have grown year on year and helped Futsal to become one of the most popular 

and fastest growing established summer sports here in Wagga. 

The competition will run over the first weekend in February, Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd, a time when there is 

no one significant sporting event being held in regional New South Wales such as the Futsal Cup. Teams from 

around the state have been invited to participate in the two day tournament and we can accommodate up to 36 

teams in the various age groups. 

In addition to the local Wagga based teams we anticipate hosting 20 teams from around the state. Invites have 

gone out to Canberra, Southern Highlands, Far South Coast, Newcastle, Western New South Wales, Griffith, Albury, 

Wodonga, Sydney, Dubbo, Parkes and many more footballing communities. There has already been interest from 

Southern Highlands Futsal teams and from teams in Canberra and Griffith. The visiting teams each have a squad 

size of 10 players, which in turn means that 10 families from each team have the potential to visit our city over 

the course of the weekend. With the competition starting at 9 am on both mornings there will be a need for 

accommodation for these participants and their families. At most football competitions around the state this 

would entail parents, siblings and often grandparents travelling with the players to offer their support during the 

event. In addition to families the respective coaching and management staff of the teams would also require 

accommodation and sustenance. 

Many of the teams that have expressed an interest in our competition have been recently impacted by the 

bushfires particularly teams from Far South Coast and Southern Highlands and also more locally players from 

Tumut. The opportunity for some of these players and their families to get away for a weekend and focus their 



energy into something completely different we see as a huge benefit in terms of having a positive impact upon  

their overall well being and mental health. Wagga has recently been seen as an amazing centre of support 

providing refuge, accommodation and the provision of emergency services and supplies throughout the crisis, the 

hosting of such an uplifting event continues this support albeit in more of an indirect manner.  

Having teams coming from out of town will bring increased linked spending to the local economy across the whole 

of the weekend. Additional consumer spending is anticipated at hotels, restaurants, bars and other shops and 

facilities across the city. New visitors to Wagga Wagga and additional spending in our local economy helps to 

continue the growth of the city as a Regional destination.  

There are huge benefits to playing organised futsal and football, it provides an opportunity to increase your 

confidence and self-esteem, helping to reduce anxiety, promotes teamwork and sharing, increased coordination, 

teaches you to ‘think on the run’, helps to increase skills in concentration, persistence and self-discipline, is a great 

way to meet people and exercise with friends therefore increasing social skills. Futsal requires very little 

equipment with the major costs being registration, it is an international sport that is relatively easy to learn, so 

beginners can easily join in the fun and play basic football as a recreational activity. 

Any funds that are left over at the end of the competition will be split between the Wagga Futsal Junior 

Development Program and the Football Wagga Wagga Junior Development Program. Funds towards Wagga Futsal 

will allow us to continue to grow the code with the aim of sending teams to the Futsal State Cup in early September 

2020 in Sydney. Increasing participation numbers in football helps provide health benefits to participants such as 

increased aerobic capacity and cardiovascular health. A focus on increased participation at a young age establishes 

good healthy lifestyle habits which will contribute towards a healthy community across the city. The promotion 

of a healthy lifestyle is a key objective of Council’s Community Strategic Plan 2040. 

Our costs over the weekend include $1400 in refereeing costs, $500 in prizes and our primary cost of hiring the 

EQUEX Multi Purpose Stadium, which is over $2000 for the time duration of 10 hours each day that the facility 

would be in use. In order for us to keep entry fees at a level which makes the competition accessible to all we 

would like to ask for the support of Wagga Wagga City Council by allowing us to utilise the stadium rent free for 

the weekend. This will allow us to cover our costs in hosting the event and not run at a loss in our efforts to put 

Wagga Wagga once again at the forefront of hosting a regional sporting event which is supported by state bodies. 

The intention of our team is to make the competition an annual event on the Football New South Wales Calendar, 

with increased participation numbers now available to be accommodated at the multi-purpose stadium. We have 

the backing of local, regional and state football bodies in doing so and would take great pleasure in working with 

Wagga Wagga City Council to help us bring the plan to fruition.  

Last year Wagga Futsal hosted both the Riverina inter-schools competition and the NSW Country futsal trials at 

the MPS. Both of these events attracted children from across the Riverina and at both events the quality of the 

facility in terms of playing space, spectator areas and facilities was commended by players, school teachers and 

parents. Wagga Futsal is keen to continue using and promoting the use of this stadium for as many large events 

as possible as it is such a valuable resource for local and regional sporting events. 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your reply. 

Kind Regards 

Samuel Gray 

Samuel Gray 
Wagga Futsal Manager  
admin@waggafutsal.com.au 
Tel: 0458133512 


