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30TH August 2022

’0 

4- 

RECEIVED 

3 a AUG 2022PO Box 20

WW.C.C 

Reoords

Wagga Wagga City Council

Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

Attention: Robyn Bradley 

RE: Development Application by. 
.

Proposal:

Money Aint Got No Owners Pty Ltd 

Two Storey Childcare Centre (46 places) 

32 Halloran Street, Wagga Wagga, NSW 2650

Applicant:

Location:

I refer to the above application and herewith tender our objection to this development proposal for 

the following reasons:

The proposed development is in an awkward place near an intersection that often sees 

vehicles having to stop in the middle of Blarney Street to allow others to move out of Halloran 

Street. I have been caught here on a couple of occasions myself.

The car park entry is straight opposite a school bus stop. This is going to cause problems with 

buses coming and going, an~ cars lining up to access the car parking area of the proposed centre 

which is too small. From the design included in the application there is not enough room to access 

the two parks closest to the building without driving onto a shared area. Surely this dangerous.

Vehicle numbers being increased in this already busy area doesn’t seem right. The pa~king 
outside the school is already taken with employees at the school. The application states there is 

twelve employees at the child care centre and only twelve car parks. Where does everyone park? 

How will there be enough room for 46 more children to be dropped off?

The number of parking spaces available during the day is severely diminished on Council 

rubbish collection days. The number of cars in the street is dramatically increased on days when it is 

wet. Where will the loading zone be that the development will require for drop off of supplies and 

their waste removal?

The whole look of the proposed building is not in keeping with the neighbourhood. It looks 

like boxes stacked on each other with a roof. It has no eaves and is pushed back way past the 

building set back of the area.

The neighbourhood already has seven child minding businesses available. Fernleigh Road, 

Mount Austin Avenue, Urana Street, Macleay Street, Coleman Street, Shaw Street and Station Place 

are all available close by. I do not think another, particularly a two storey one is needed in this area.
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Fernleigh Road Child Care staff are using the car park of the church at Heath Street  
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Kookaburra Preschool are using the wider Coleman Street for the staff to park. 
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Urana Street Child Care staff are using Wade Street and Urana Street as on street parking. 
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Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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 There is another grated pit in Blamey Street at the park, (Figure 3). This pit also surcharges 

in heavy rain. The storm water system ultimately collects water from Houses and off the streets as 

far as Fernleigh Road to the south. Up to Heath Street, Mair Street, Heydon Avenue and Bluett 

Crescent to the East. All of Bluett Crescent, and Dalton Street to the West. It Also collects all house 

run off and road run off in Halloran Street. The catchment to this main is extensive. 

  

 

 

 

Figure 3 
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Figure 8 
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Figure 9 
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Figure 10 
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Figure 11 
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Figure 12 
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Site Analysis 

 

(Figure 13) – Amended diagram from the development application shows true weather patterns for 

the Wagga Wagga region. 

- Temperate North Easterly winds on diagram are really hot North Westerly winds in 

summer. The majority of Wagga Wagga’s weather is associated with the Northwest. 

 

- Temperate South Easterly winds on diagram are actually freezing cold South Westerly 

winds in winter. The temperature at any time of the year will decrease dramatically with the influx of 

South Westerly winds. In Summer, they are welcomed to relieve the heat but are extremely rare. 

 

-South Westerly winds are actually Southeasterly. any weather from the East produces 

heavy rain and thunderstorms. 

 

The play areas on the back of the development are compromised. The play area on the first 

floor of the development is going to expose children to the worst weather of the Wagga Wagga 

region. A glass filled area in Summer with the heat and the winds! Are they planning to “cook” these 

children? 

In the Winter, the playground areas ae exposed to cold Southwesterly winds. The shading 

created by our boundary fence in Winter is enough to reduce our Kikuyu Lawn to mud. The shading 

of the proposed development will not allow lawns to grow on the Southern side of the development 

during the Winter months. We would suggest, there is not going to be many outside activities with 

this development given the diverse weather conditions encountered in our region.  
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Traffic Concerns 

 

The report prepared by TEF does not reflect the true vehicle movements and statistics 

associated with a rural situation and in particular, Wagga Wagga. It is convenient the report would 

table statics from a TfNSW study that displays their peak drop off and pick up times just outside the 

schools operating hours. Maybe in a metropolitan area, but certainly not in the regions. 

The report shows the surrounding streets, labelled with parking lanes and two-way traffic. 

This is not true. The streets are narrow and cannot handle the traffic they carry in peak periods now. 

The report also fails to identify Mair Street on the Eastern side of the school, that is a narrower 

street again (only 8.3m) and overflows with pick up as well. 

The parking zones are not documented properly. There is a section on the Eastern side 

(approx. 6 car spaces) that is a “No Stopping” zone. This area cannot be utilized at any time of the 

day or night, 7 days a week. 

The report, at no stage, addresses the influx of vehicles on wet days. Vehicle movements are 

close to double on days of rain. The report, also, makes no reference to the parking spaces lost 

because of council rubbish collection on Thursday’s. Bins go out Wednesday night and cars cannot 

park in front of the bins and impede their collection. 

The report also fails to identify the amount of parking required for school functions that 

occur, or the bus movements associated with excursions, swimming and athletic carnivals. Functions 

such as NAIDOC Week, Book Week, School Fete attract more than 100 vehicles to the immediate 

area. 

The report suggests the site is satisfactory because it is near a corner. This is not a fair 

statement. The driveway to the development is in a dangerous location. It is only 28 metres from the 

intersection, barely enough room for four cars to stop and wait to access the proposed 

development, which then causes vehicles to block the intersection at Blamey and Halloran Streets. 

Add a bus in, using the bus stop, and we have a serious problem.  

Cars accessing the car park from the North, will be required to blindly turn right from behind 

a bus stopped at the school. This creates another serious situation. (Figure 20). 

The parking survey talks of an abundance of car parks within 150 and 250 metres of the 

Centre. However, all these parks are on narrow streets. Again, 2 parking lanes and one single lane 

through. This means more congestion. I really don’t think a young mum is going to park hundreds of 

metres away, and lug their child, and a day bag all that distance. It is unrealistic. They’ll want to park 

as close to the development as possible. Once again, parking problems. 

Because this is a commercial development, (as stated in section 4.4 of the waste 

management plan), and because of the vehicle movements to and from the car park of such 

development, surely there will have to be a “No Parking” zone either side of the driveway, so vision 

is not restricted coming out of the carpark. This will mean even more parking spaces lost. 

Vehicles delivering supplies will have to enter the proposed carpark for drop off. The car 

park cannot accommodate the delivery vehicles turning circles, so they will be forced to reverse out 

onto the street. 
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Figure 16 

Looking to Blamey Street 

intersection 
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Figure 17 

Looking down Halloran Street from 

Blamey Street intersection 
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Figure 18 

Waiting to get out of Dalton Street 

to turn toward Bourke Street 
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Figure 19 

Looking down Blamey Street to 

Halloran Street 
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Figure 20 
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29 August 2022 
 
 

Proposed Child Care Centre 
Halloran St 

Wagga Wagga 
Review of TIAR 

 
Regional Transport Planning was recently approached by residents of Halloran St to 
assist them to appreciate the traffic situation which might result from increased traffic at 
the southern end of Halloran Street after the opening of a proposed Child Care Centre 
 
I have briefly read the TIAR prepared by a Sydney based traffic engineer TEF.  I also met 
on-site with several concerned residents of Halloran Street and Bluett Cr and observed 
the traffic situation outside the public school at school break up time.  I listened to the 
concerns of the residents. 
 
Having formed the opinion that the proposed development will occur in a place where 
there are serious traffic risks to children, and that the Child Care Centre could make the 
situation worse, I could not walk away.  As an experience Traffic Engineer with 30 plus 
years of experience, (including chairman of the Wagga Wagga Traffic Committee), I 
strongly felt that I should write an opinion.  I offered to do this “Pro Bono” and allow the 
residents to use my opinion to support any submission that they might make to Council. 
 
I have also practiced as a Consultant Traffic Engineer in this city for over 15 years and 
have written many TIARs. 
 
I feel that the TIAR prepared by TEF does not adequately describe the existing situation 
and therefore the resultant detrimental threat that the development might have on 
Child Safety. 
 
It is the purpose of the TIAR to accurately and clearly set out the existing situation and 
the likely impacts of a proposed development on traffic and safety. 
 
I will set out briefly, some comments on the TIAR after my brief reading of it.  I only 
highlight these to illustrate that the report is inadequate.  It is not a comprehensive 
critique of the report.  This would take more time that I have to offer. 

 
 

 

  Garry Gaffney trading as 

 

 

 
 

 

 ABN  41 813 428-421 
 

79 Kincaid  Street  Wagga  Wagga  NSW  2650 

Mob.  0439 656769 

Email    garudagaff@yahoo.com.au 
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Consultation 
It seems that the consultant has not carried out interviews with the relevant 
stakeholders.  There is no mention of the opinions of the School Principal, the P and C, 
the bus operators, the pick-up parents and carers, or the residents in the location.  In my 
brief consultation and observations, I believe that the existing traffic conflicts and 
concerns of stakeholders would have been worthy of inclusion in the TIAR. 
 
Road Width Description 
Most of the local streets in the area are 9 metres of width.  In Wagga Wagga, and 
elsewhere, this width is regarded as having 3 lanes – two parking lanes and one two way 
travelling lane.  Oncoming vehicles, (where the parking lanes are occupied), must wait 
and weave into parking spaces to pass oncoming vehicles.  This works well in lightly 
trafficked streets.  Where it doesn’t work the remedy is to restrict parking.  It is 
misleading for the Traffic Engineer to describe the 9 m street as having 4 lanes – two for 
parking and two for opposing traffic.  See page 3 of the TIAR.  This is a fundamental issue 
in understanding the traffic impacts. 
 

 
 
 
Parking Spaces and congestion. 
The congestion in the area at school breakup time has been minimised in the TIAR.  The 
report states: 

The survey results indicated that there were at least 20 spaces vacant 
throughout the day (to a maximum of 43) in the survey area during the 
times of operation of the proposed child care centre. • There are 
ample parking opportunities within walking distance from the site. 

My observations, (that were confirmed by residents) were that there are seldom 
vacant spaces for parent pick-up in the afternoon.  Some parents park up in 
Bluett Cr and walk down to Blamey St and cross at a “staggered” intersection 

This photo illustrates how the 
narrow streets operate.   
 
Both sides of the street are 
parked including on one side by a 
large bus.  There were 4 
oncoming northbound vehicles 
and the south bound vehicle 
needs to wait in behind the bus.  I 
measured slightly more than 4 
metres between the parked 
vehicles. 
 
The Traffic Engineer has either 
made a serious error or does not 
understand Wagga conventions. 
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amid turning traffic and moving buses.  Some carers actually illegally park on the 
nature strip on the western side of Halloran St in the PM pick-up.  Many parents 
arrive quite early to get close to the school.  Unfortunately the majority of close 
parking spaces are on the western side of the street.  This means that children 
need to cross the street and are often unescorted.  Sometimes there are siblings 
being picked up, meaning that loading into the back seat behind the driver 
requires opening of doors into the passing traffic.  Increasing the traffic in the 
street by adding a Centre with 46 students and 10 staff (with 12 parking spaces)  
must have some impact on the traffic in Halloran St. 
 
The report goes on to advise: 

No congestion due to bus movements nor their parking was observed. 
There was no double parking or blocking of intersections nor 
driveways. In Halloran Street, buses took advantage of the No 
Parking zone (2b in Figure 5) on the approach to the bus zone, as 
necessary (only observed once). Not more than one bus stopped at the 
Blamey Street stop at any one time 

The photos above and below shows that this is not true.  This bus is almost 
opposite the proposed entrance to the new centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Looking south                                                                Looking north 
 
The parked buses on the corner of Blamey St , east of Halloran, outside the school are, 
in fact, illegally parked as the rear end is too close to the prolongation of the Halloran St 
K&G and obstructs sight distance for  turning cars and pedestrians. 
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