
From:                                 "jim rees" 
Sent:                                  Mon, 22 Sep 2025 13:32:52 +1000
To:                                      "City of Wagga Wagga" <Council@wagga.nsw.gov.au>
Subject:                             fee waiver

‘
The General Manager Wagga Wagga City Council

Dear Sir 
The Demonstrations Gardens wishes to apply for a permanent  waiver of fees for the 
use of the land on which we run the community garden We feel there are a number of 
important reasons to grant this exemption 
 When the Gardens were set up 25 yrs ago it was  recognised that as a small 
community group additional charges on top of Insurance, Registraion would be a 
significant barrier. The solution was a Gentleman's agreement that the Gardens would 
,using our expertise,  provide workshops on issues of concern to Council. Consequently 
we have run workshops in conjunction with WWCC on recycling ,water saving  and 
composting. As well we have run  many more community workshops with a wide range 
of community groups.
  To this day we continue this work For example next term we will be hosting Kooringal 
High year 10 students learning about setting up an orchard Recently one of our 
members was asked to participate in a one on one consultation with the consultant 
writing a major waste reduction plan for Council. As a follow up our member visited the 
Waste Management Centre to give input on ways to better recover value from the 
significant stockpile of building and pallet waste.
Our Members are a small group of mostly retired citizens without the ability to easily 
raise  money. Our members work with refugees, the unemployed ,First  Nations 
people,school and pre school children, people with disabilities, young families, other 
Community groups and anyone interested in getting the most from their garden. This 
work is all the more important in the current cost of living crisis.
This fee would double our outgoings and ,we believe,  take us away from the important 
work we do at  the Gardens. 
 We  realise that with major policy initiatives there are sometimes unintended 
consequences and we believe this is one of them 
 So in conclusion we would like you to consider the important role the Gardens have 
been playing in our City  for last 25 years and the barriers this impost will impose. We 
feel  that the original agreement and the subsequent work of the Gardens has worked 
well for the last nearly quarter of a century and that a permanent fee waiver should be 
granted
 We request that this matter be returned to Council for reconsideration of the previous 
decision to enforce collection of licence fees from all community groups operating on 
Council land. We recommend a more nuanced approach to licence fee collection 
whereby significant and ongoing social value-adding that aligns with the Community 
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Strategic Plan and assists Council to meet its own objectives be recognised as grounds 
for a full fee waiver.
Yours Faithfully
     Jim Rees  for the Demonstration Gardens Wagga Wagga Committee
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