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Acknowledgement of Country

Wagga Wagga City Council yali gulbali-yanhi ngurambang Wiradyuri.

Walumaldhaany-galang

Yindyamali-yanhi mudyiganggalang-bu balumbambal-bu balugirbam-bu.

bala mayiny Wiradyuri.

Yindyamali-yanhi bagaraygan ngurambang-guwal-i yandu murunwigi Wagga Wagga-dha.

Ngiyanhi gulbali-bu yindyamali-bu guwiinyguliyalagu buyaa-bu giilaang-galam-bu.

Ngiyanhi gulbali-bu yindyamali-bu guwiinyguliyalagu dhaagun-bu bila-galam-bu nganha Wiradyuri-giyalang bala burrambin-bu

nurranurra-bu.

Gulbali-yanhi Wiradyuri mayiny bagaraygan-guwal-bu bala yarruwala-bu waluwin-bu walanbam-bu dhirrangal-bu.

Wagga Wagga City Council acknowledges the traditional custodians of the land, the Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri people, and pays respect

to Elders past, present and future and extends our respect to all First Nations Peoples in Wagga Wagga.

We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs and continuing connection with the land and rivers.

Image 1 Pelican at Sunset - Lake Albert - Source Glenda Pym 2020

This is the Draft Plan of Management for Lake Albert.

Wagga Wagga City Council has developed the Plan of Management in consultation with the Community of the Wagga

Wagga LocalGovernment Area. The Lake Albert Plan of Management was adopted on XX/XX/XXXX

Document Control

Review Date

XXIXXIXXXX

Responsible Officer

Director Regional Activation

Date Action Council Resolution
XXIXXIXXXX Public Exhibition XXIXXIXXXX
XXIXXIXXXX Adoption XXIXXIXXXX
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PART 1 INTRODUCTIONAND GENERAL INFORMATION
1. INTRODUCTION

Wagga Wagga is a major regional city in the Riverina region of New South Wales with a diverse population of 68,000, a
regional catchment of 190,000 and a large growing modern economy. The Wagga Wagga Local Government Area (LGA)
is approximately 400 km southwest of Sydney and 450 km northeast of Melbourne in the South West Slopes region of
southern New South Wales (NSW). The Lake Albert Plan of Management (PoM) applies to the Lake Albert Precinct and
includes Crown Land and Wagga Wagga City Council Land. Additional land applicable to this plan is either privately owned or
leased and is included due to proximity and operational impacts on the Lake Albert Precinct.

The Apex Park Reserve is a Crown Land suburban Reserve, located 10kms southeast of the Wagga Wagga city centre.
This Reserve occupies the majority of the land included in this PoM and is an important recreational destination across the
LGA and beyond. It is comprised of natural and built open areas, community amenities and an artificial lake known as Lake
Albert. Almost the entire Lake is surrounded by residential properties and therefore landowners are greatly impacted by all
activities that take place within the Reserve. A number of community based recreational organisations are located within
the Reserve, with commercial operations located on privately owned land adjacent to Reserve areas. Additional land parcels,
owned and managed by Wagga Wagga City Council, bordering the Reserve will also be included in this Plan of Management
as their operational status and utilisation directly impacts the Reserve’s purpose and management.

Development and operational activity across the Lake Albert Catchment Area has significant impact on the management of
land and the undertaking of activities in the areas covered by this PoM. A range of Federal, State, and Local Government
Legislation and Strategic Plans are in place to ensure that these potential impacts are controlled and minimised.

1.1 Purpose of this Plan of Management

A Plan of Management (PoM) is a document that provides the framework for the future management of public land. It is not a
master plan but rather an overarching strategic planning document that guides and informs a range of more detailed plans
and policies for the day-to-day planning, design, and management of the public land.

A PoM has a statutory basis under the Crown Land Management Act 2016 (CLM Act) and the Local Government Act 1993, where
provisions are made for referral and consultation, public exhibition (minimum 28 days) and formal adoption. The CLM Act
authorises local councils appointed to manage dedicated or reserved Crown land (council managers) to manage land as if it
were public land under the Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act).

The PoM for Lake Albert aims to contribute towards both Wagga Wagga City Council (Council) and the State of NSW in
achieving their strategic goals and vision for the Precinct. The PoM will ensure consistency with Council’s other policies,
plans and codes, maintaining a strategic vision and consistent approach to open space management across the Wagga
Wagga Local Government Area. As a framework for the management, development and land use of the Lake Albert Precinct,
the PoM will assist Council to budget and source funds for future maintenance, improvement, and development. This Plan is
in line with Council’s strategic direction and land management objectives and its preparation demonstrates a comprehensive
and holistic approach to Council’s management of public land.

1.2 Previous Plans of Management

This PoM considers information contained in previous management plans for Lake Albert, produced in 2003 and 2009. The
2003 PoM focused specifically on Lake Albert’'s Southern Foreshore. The 2009-2015 Lake Albert Management Plan identified
an operational approach to managing issues associated with the longer-term sustainability of the Lake and immediate
foreshore areas. This Plan also identified the importance of the areas wildlife corridors and habitat related to threatened
species conservation and the integral role that the reserve plays as a regional recreational destination.

1.3 Lake Albert Precinct Past Uses

Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations People utilised the natural swamp area and surrounding lands as a source of food, water,
resources and understanding through story telling. The area was part of the creek systems that flowed from the
Woomabhrigong and Uranquinty Hills. These creeks drained to the Murrumbidgee River through the area known as
Gooringal (Kooringal).

The Lake Albert wetland area developed from a natural spring known as Swampy Plain. Post colonisation saw the area
utilised as a reliable livestock watering destination along a travelling stock route. It was often necessary to drive stock to
higher ground during times of drought that were occurring around the turn of the twentieth century, with the spring providing
a source of water at the start of the drive.

Lake Albert became a permanent and reliable waterway in the late 1890’s. The vision for the water course incorporated a
“picturesque boating resort”. A dam and diversion channel were built on Crooked Creek to divert water into the Lake enabling
the previously low swampy area to become a more consistent water supply and enable the development of a recreational
asset.
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It was identified in the Wagga Advertiser in August 1898, that a project was being considered to divert water into the swampto
convert ‘it into a splendid piece of water for all descriptions of aquatic sports as well as a local water supply”. At this time
12.2 hectares were specifically identified for recreation with the surrounding area, known as the small village of Lake Albert, largely
home to farm labourers servicing surrounding properties. The Lake was gazetted as a bird and animal sanctuary on the 19t of
April 1925.
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Image 2 Lake Albert Regatta 1950s

In the 1980s Lake Albert was transformed from a 1960s rural village, with a population of less than 300, into a scenic
residential suburb with population of 4,000. The Lake’s waterfront was beautified, with attractive parks and scenic drives
completed. In 1981 the Lake Albert Road bridge was reconstructed and widened which resulted in the lake having two
outlets; the road bridge on Lake Albert Road and the old Stringybark Creek inlet (flood gates north end of lake — constructed
in 1977).

“Major changes in attitude towards the natural environment, which had commenced with the conservation movement in
Australia in the 1970's, gained a major boost in Wiradjuri Country with the development of the Landcare movement. The
commencement of the Decade of Landcare (1990-2000) and the establishment of local Landcare groups and Greening
Australia at Wagga Wagga supported this movement. One of the earliest land rehabilitation programs of this nature was the
Lake Albert Aboriginal Land Management Program which trained and employed local Aboriginal men from Wagga Wagga
in fencing, rabbit control, tree planting and erosion control practices in the Lake Albert Catchment.”

Wiradjuri Heritage Study - Report to Wiradjuri and Associated Community of Wagga Wagga, Wagga Wagga City Council and NSW Heritage
Office. Compiled by: Go Green Services — November 2002

1.4 Current Reserve Use

The Lake Albert Precinct is one of Wagga Wagga and the region's most popular recreational and gathering destinations,
offering a range of facilities for passive and active recreational users, community events and markets, natural area habitat
and acting as an economic stimulator due to it being a significant tourist attraction.

Within the Precinct are a number of community playgrounds and open space areas including O’Halloran Park, Bosley Park
(local minor playground), Ray Beddoe Park (local major playground), Ron Wheeler Park (local minor playground), and Apex
Park (regional and local major playgrounds). Also, within the Apex Park area is a children’s playground with a separate
fenced area for smaller children, free to use BBQ facilities, picnic tables/shelters and public toilets. Additional smaller
playgrounds are available in two other locations around the Lake.

Lake Albert caters for boating (powered and unpowered), fishing, swimming, and other aquatic activities. When water levels
permit regular weekend sailing competitions are held as well as major speedboat, skiing, and jet boat events being held
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annually. Four boat ramps are located at Bosley Park, adjacent to the Wagga Wagga Boat Club on the lake’s western side,with
an additional ramp located at what is recognised as Apex Park, on the eastern side.

The 5.5kms circuit walking track surrounding the Lake is commonly used by walkers, joggers and bike riders and can be
utilised by people of all levels of fithess and mobility due to its flat grade and well-sealed surface which has recently been
upgraded as part of Council’s Active Travel Plan project. This track also forms a section of the 42kms Wiradjuri Walking
Track. Eight fitness stations have been installed in four locations along the walking track on the eastern side of Lake Albert.
Set over 800 metres, the fitness stations are very popular with users of the Lake. Solar lighting has also been installed along
the entire length of the walking track to facilitate early morning and evening use.

The area surrounding the lake includes wetland and remnant bushland areas that provide habitat for a broad range of avian,
ampbhibian, reptilian, mammalian and marsupial species. These areas are also enjoyed by community members seeking
contact with nature and provides for a variety of environments along the walking track. There is a section of natural area
bushland that extends from the rear of the Wagga Wagga Boat Club to Plumpton Road and is utilised by walkers and cyclists,
connecting the Lake to suburban areas. This bushland provides habitat for a range of native species that also utilise trees
in the adjacent golf course and Riding for the Disabled sites.

The Wagga Wagga Boat Club and the Wagga Wagga Golf Club are commercially operated recreational facilities conducting their
activities on their own lands located adjacent to the Lake’s foreshores. The Golf Course also utilises the Lake as a source
of irrigation water. Community based recreational and service groups, including the Wagga Wagga Sailing Club, Bidgee
Dragons Inc., Wagga Triants Triathlon Club, and Riding for the Disabled have Community Licence arrangements with Wagga
Wagga City Council in order to conduct a range of recreational activities within the Reserve area. Guides and Scouts also have
shed and storage facilities located on foreshore areas on Crown Land managed by Scouts Australia.

Lake Albert serves as pollution and sediment control protecting the Murrumbidgee River and a flood mitigation structure
protecting downstream areas of the city and fish breeding grounds. Stormwater drainage processes are associated with
Crooked and Stringybark Creeks. The Lake Albert Catchment has historically been the source of flooding in downstream
urban areas however this has reduced due to overall flood mitigation capability since the establishment of the Lake and the city’s
levees. The Catchment is drained by Stringybark Creek as well as Crooked Creek, Cox’s Creek, and Boiling Down Creek.
All the latter combining as the Crooked Creek inflow with the Lake trapping silt from that catchment, preventing entry to the
Murrumbidgee River.

A community hall, adjacent to the area known as Apex Park, is a bookable space available for community use. Lake Albert Oval
is also located adjacent to Apex Park and is utilised for AFL and cricket use and as an open space by the Lake AlbertPublic
Primary School. The oval has sufficient sportsground lighting to enable evening training sessions. O’Halloran Park is located
within the Lake Albert Precinct with an off-leash dog space and agility course and a dirt-based BMX track in the park.
Kooringal Casual Childcare Centre have a n operational facility within this location and operate under a Community Licence
with Wagga Wagga City Council. O’Halloran Park also has a community hall which is a bookable space available for
community use.

1.5 Owner of the Land

The land that is applicable under the Lake Albert Plan of Management 2025 — 2035 and the related owners/managers are
identified in Table 1 following. Crown land parcels are managed by Wagga Wagga City Council under the Crown Land
Management Act 2016.

The principles of Crown Land Management are:

e That environmental protection principles be observed in relation to the management and administration of Crown
Land,

e That the natural resources of Crown Land (including water, solil, flora, fauna and scenic quality) be conserved
wherever possible,

e That public use and enjoyment of appropriate Crown land be encouraged,

e That, where appropriate, multiple use of Crown land be encouraged,

e That, where appropriate, Crown land should be used and managed in such a way that both the land and its resources
are sustained in perpetuity,

e That Crown land be occupied, used, sold, leased, licenced, or otherwise dealt with in the best interests of the
Stateconsistent with the above principles.

These principles are aimed at recognising and protecting the intrinsic values of the land and its natural, cultural and social
resources for the benefit of present and future generations.
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Image 3 Bushland Area- Source Glenda Pym 2020
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1.6 Land Applicable to this Plan of Management

The Lake Albert Precinct is located in the southern urban area of Wagga Wagga. The land covered by the Lake Albert Draft Plan
of Management includes Crown Lands managed by Wagga Wagga City Council and Scouts Australia and additional parcels
owned and managed by Wagga Wagga City Council and commercially owned parcels.

Crown Lands Managed by Wagga Wagga City Council

Crown Land Reserve
Number and Purpose

R80693 Apex Park —

Public Recreation

Area (Ha)

1210

Aboriginal Land Claims

Lot 7063 DP 1029443 Area known as O’Halloran Park — Claim number 39625

Current Use

Passive and active recreation

Wagga Wagga Local REL1 - Public Recreation

Environmental Plan R1 — General Residential

2010 Zoning Waterways

Crown Land Parcels Lot DP Common Name/Address Licence

Lot 1 DP 1260459

Apex Park (Bosley Park) 2 Nelson Street
LAKE ALBERT

Bidgee Dragons Inc
Community Licence

Lot 92 DP 757246

Apex Park 52 Lake Street LAKE ALBERT

Lot 137 DP 1141450

Apex Park 64 Nelson Street LAKE
ALBERT

Lot 276 DP 757249

Apex Park Lake Albert Road LAKE
ALBERT

Part: Lot 7003 DP
1029580

Apex Park 65 Plumpton Road LAKE
ALBERT

Lot 7004 DP 1049750

Apex Park Gregadoo Road LAKE
ALBERT

Riding for the Disabled
Association Community
Licence

Lot 7005 DP 1109614

Apex Park 48 Eastlakes Drive LAKE
ALBERT

Lot 7006 DP 94147

Apex Park 50 Lake Street LAKE ALBERT

Wagga Triants Triathlon Club

Community Licence

Lot 7007 DP 94148

Apex Park 124 Main Street LAKE
ALBERT

Lot 7008 DP 94148

Apex Park 126 Main Street LAKE
ALBERT

Lot 7009 DP 94148

Apex Park Main Street LAKE ALBERT

Lot 7062 DP 94775

Apex Park LAKE ALBERT

Lot 7063 DP 1029443

Apex Park O’Halloran Park 424 Lake
Albert Road LAKE ALBERT

Lot 7300 DP 1133584

Apex Park LAKE ALBERT

Lot 7302 DP 1133555

426 Lake Albert Road Foreshore LAKE
ALBERT
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Crown Land Reserve
Number and Purpose

R220046 Kooringal Child Care Centre — Community Purposes

Area (Ha) 3.2
CurrentUse Childcare Facility and Church
Crown Land Parcels Lot DP Common Name/Address Licence

Lot 325 DP 822911 O’Halloran Park 565 Kooringal Road

LAKE ALBERT

Kooringal Casual Childcare
Centre Inc. Community
Licence

Lot 326 DP 822911 O’Halloran Park 565A Kooringal Road

LAKE ALBERT

Crown Land Reserve
Number and Purpose

R1001046 O’Halloran Park — Access

Area (Ha)

2.2

CurrentUse

Road access to facilities

Aboriginal Land Claims

Lot 327 DP 822911 Area known as O’Halloran Park — Claim number 39625

Crown Land Parcels Lot DP Common Name/Address Licence

Lot 327 DP 822911 Kooringal Casual Childcare 565

Kooringal Road LAKE ALBERT
Crown Lands Managed by Scouts Australia

Crown Land Reserve |R91067 —Boy Scouts
Number and Purpose
Area (Ha) 1.5
Crown Land Parcel Lot DP [ Common Name/Address [Licence

Lot 2 DP 1260459 | Location of sheds for Scouts and Guides |

Crown Lands Managed by
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure

Crown Land Reserve
Number and Purpose

R80580 - Drainage — Crooked Creek

Area (Ha)

14

Aboriginal Land Claims

Lot 7010 & Lot 7011 DP 1126268 — Claim number 39580 & 39581

Council land included in
this Plan of Management
Total 65.6 hectares
approx.

Crown Land Parcel Lot DP Common Name/Address Licence
Lot 7010 DP 1126268 128 Main Street LAKE ALBERT
Lot 7011 DP 1126268 | 129c Main Street LAKE ALBERT
Wagga Wagga City Council Land
Wagga Wagga City Lot DP Common Name/Address Licence

Lot 173 DP 249893 Ron Wheeler Park Michigan Drive LAKE

ALBERT

Lot 54 DP 263005 Ron Wheeler Park 1 Ontario Drive LAKE

ALBERT

Lot 11 DP 231389 Lake Albert Foreshore Eastlakes Drive

Lot 49 DP 775377 Lakehaven Drive Reserve Lakehaven

Drive LAKE ALBERT

Wagga Wagga Sailing Club
Inc. Community Licence

Lot 27 DP 224900 Ray Beddoe Park 37 Lakeside Drive

LAKE ALBERT

Lot 235 DP 775924 Ray Beddoe Park 37 Lakeside Drive

LAKE ALBERT

Lot 28 DP 224900 Lakeside Drive LAKE ALBERT

Lot 174 DP 249893 Lakeside Drive LAKE ALBERT

Lot 17 DP 250457 Lakeside Drive LAKE ALBERT

Lot 1 DP 594776 Stringybark Creek outflow to Lake Albert

Plumpton Road LAKE ALBERT

Table 1 Land Applicable to the Lake Albert Plan of Management

Additional land owned by the Wagga Wagga Country Club, the Wagga Wagga Boat Club, Roman Catholic Church and
Crown Land leased by Riding for the Disabled Inc. are also applicable to this Plan of Management due to operational
aspects of the land’s usage impacting on the activity undertaken within the Lake Albert Precinct.
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Image 4 Aerial view of Lake Albert Precinct 2020
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Lake Albert Precinct
Location N
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Murrumbidgee River

Map 1 Lake Albert Precinct Location
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Lake Albert
Plan of Management

Applicable Land Category
N D Council Land

|:| Crown managed by Council

& [ other

/] Aboriginal Land Claim
Land Management

0 0.25 0.5 1

Map 2 Lake Albert Plan of Management Applicable Land
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1.7 Categorisation of Reserve

The Lake Albert Precinct consists of the following community land categories pertaining to Crown Land managed by Wagga
Wagga City Council: Natural Area — Watercourse, Natural Area — Bushland, Park, Sportsground and General Community

Use as identified in Map 3 below.

Lake Albert
Plan of Management
Crown Land Categories

Km

Crown Land Categories

Category

- General Community Use
- Natural Area Bushland
m Natural Area Watercourse

E Park
E Sports Ground

Map 3 - Lake Albert Plan of Management Crown Land Categories
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2. RELEVANT LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
2.1 Relevant Legislation
2.1.1 Crown Land Management Act 2016

Under section 3.21 of the Crown Land Management Act Council land managers are required to manage Crown Land as
though it were land classified as community land under the Local Government Act. Councils are required to prepare and
adopt a Plan of Management for each reserve it manages to comply with this requirement.

2.1.2 Local Government Act 1993

The Local Government Act 1993 directs that a Plan of Management must be adopted for all community land to govern its use
and management. The Act requires that community land be categorised as either:

e Natural Area — Bushland/Wetland/Escarpment/Watercourse or Foreshore
Park

Sportsground

Area of Cultural Significance

General Community Use.

2.1.3 Native Title Act 1993

Councils, as Crown Land Managers, are responsible for ensuring that procedural rights are recognised under native title
when dealing with Crown Reserves. The Crown Land Management Act specifically references the Native Title Act, setting out
how the Act operates when making decisions about the use and management of Crown Land. Councils are required to engage
atrained Native Title Manager to perform this function.

The Native Title Manager is required to validate proposed activities on Crown Reserves against the “Future Act” provisions
of the Native Title Act. Plans of Management for Crown Reserves are also subject to review by Council’s Native Title
Manager in the context of impact on native title interests.

2.1.4 Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW)

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act recognises that land in New South Wales was traditionally owned and occupied by Aboriginal
People, and is of spiritual, social, cultural, and economic importance to them. Aboriginal Land Claims may only be lodged by
Aboriginal Land Councils constituted under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act. Lodgement of an Aboriginal Land Claim by a Land
Council creates an initial interest in the land. The full extent of this interest is not known until the claim is investigated and a
determination is made by the relevant Minister. Once an Aboriginal Land Claim has been lodged Council has a custodial role
in managing the land and must ensure that activities do not impact on the physical condition of the land, or prevent the land
being transferred to the claimant Land Council in the event the land claim is successful.

2.1.5 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 represents the principal planning and development legislative
framework for New South Wales. The Act operates in conjunction with State Environmental Planning Policies and Local
Environmental Plans. Objects of the Act include the facilitation of ecologically sustainable development by integrating
relevant economic, environmental, cultural, and social considerations in decision-making about environmental planning and
assessment.

2.1.6 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016

The purpose of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 is to maintain a healthy, productive, and resilient environment for the
greatest well-being of the community, now and into the future, consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable
development. Wagga Wagga City Council has legislative responsibility under the Biodiversity Conservation Act to implement
management strategies that will:

e Regulate human interactions with wildlife by applying a risk-based approach

e Support conservation and threat abatement actions to slow the rate of biodiversity loss and conserve threatened
species and ecological communities in nature

e Establish a framework to avoid, minimise and offset the impacts of proposed development and land use change on
biodiversity.
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Image 5 Lake Albert Walking Track Wetlands Area 2020

2.1.6 Additional Legislation

A number of additional legislative and statutory requirements pertaining to biodiversity, water and operational land
management, public recreational use and development controls are relevant to this PoM. Significant amongst these are:
e Biosecurity Act 2015
e Water Management Act 2000
e Fisheries Management Act 1994.

3. WAGGA WAGGA CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Wagga Wagga City Council, in consultation with the Community, have developed the following strategies and plans to
identify the priorities and aspirations of the community and the delivery of a vision for the future. They have a direct influence on
the objectives, uses and management approach covered by PoMs.

Strategy/Plan Objectives
Wagga View — Community The Wagga View - Community Strategic Plan 2040 vision states:
Strategic Plan 2040 “In 2040 Wagga Wagga will be a thriving, innovative, connected, and inclusive

community on the Murrumbidgee. Rich in opportunity, choice, learning and
environment, Wagga Wagga is a place where paths cross and people meet.”

Recreation, Open Space The key themes identified during the development of Council’s Recreation, Open
and Community Strategy Space and Community Strategy 2040 are:
2040 e Increase the activation of public spaces

e Improve accessibility and connection

e Improve existing assets to maximise utilisation

e Improve community health

e Collaborate where possible.

Specific projects included in the Strategy include playground renewal, improved
accessibility for all abilities, replacement of the Lake Albert Hall and amenities,
construction of a combined dirt/pump track in conjunction with South Wagga Apex
and lighting and fencing upgrades.
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Wagga Wagga Integrated
Transport Strategy and
Implementation Plan 2040

The Wagga Wagga Integrated Transport Strategy and Implementation Plan 2040
establishes a strategic direction to cater for a growing economy and population in a
climate where technology and the environment are changing at a rapid rate.

Active Travel Plan —
Cycling September 2016

The Active Travel Plan - Cycling 2016 is part of an overall vision and strategic

transport framework for Wagga Wagga. Fostering healthy and active transport

options can markedly improve community health and wellbeing. The Lake Albert Plan

of Management objectives assist in the delivery of the following identified plan

outcomes:

e Considers and addresses community cycling needs as part of the overall
integrated transport vision for the Wagga Wagga LGA,

e Incorporates nationally consistent and best practice bicycle facility design
considerations.

Wagga Wagga
Development Control
Plans 2005 and 2010

The Wagga Wagga Development Control Plan 2005 (DCP), Chapter 26 Lake Albert
Catchment, refers to a specific catchment area that flows to Lake Albert but does not
cover the entire catchment that flows to Lake Albert. The aim of the controls
contained within this section is to encourage the implementation of soil and pollution
control measures for new developments in the catchment of Lake Albert. Both the
2005 and 2010 DCPs cover soil and erosion controls with the aim to improvethe
water quality of runoff. Development that falls under the 2005 and 2010 DCP will be
guided by this, and it is possible for development to occur under both that would
result in runoff reaching the Lake.

Wagga Wagga Local
Environment Plan 2010

The Wagga Wagga Local Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP) is the principal legal
document for controlling development and guiding planning decisions made by
Council to facilitate new development. The LEP applies a RE1 Public Recreation with
objectives to provide land for public open space or recreational purposes and protect
and enhance the natural environment for both environmental and recreational
purposes. The LEP ensures areas of high ecological, scientific, cultural, or aesthetic
values are maintained or improved.

Wagga Wagga City Council
Biodiversity Strategy -
Maldhangilanha 2020-2030

The Wagga Wagga City Council Biodiversity Strategy - Maldhangilanha 2020-2030
aims to increase awareness and address a wide range of key threatening processes
impacting biodiversity. This will be achieved by working together to preserve and take
care of biodiversity within the Wagga Wagga Local Government Area.

Innovate - Reconciliation
Action Plan

The Innovate - Reconciliation Action Plan provides a clear direction to ensure Council
is developing a liveable city that is thriving, connected, innovative, and inclusive. An
identified opportunity of the PoM is to recognise the importance of and promote
Aboriginal cultural practices in spaces around the Wagga Wagga Local Government
Area through our strategic plans and development of plans of management.

Wagga Wagga All Abilities
Inclusion Action Plan 2022-
2026

The All Abilities Inclusion Action Plan 2022-2026 demonstrates our ongoing
commitment to accessibility and inclusiveness for people living with a disability across
the community:

e Developing positive community attitudes towards all abilities

e Creating liveable communities

e Improving access to mainstream services

e Increasing access to meaningful employment
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Wagga Wagga Inland
Water Safety Plan

Wagga Wagga City Council can also assist in facilitating a cohesive approach to
water safety across the LGA by supporting and reinforcing the initiatives of the
professional organisations that operate in that space including Royal Life Saving
Australia and State Emergency Services.

e Recommendation 11: Wagga Wagga City Council partner with relevant
stakeholders to promote Inland Waterway Safety messaging and initiatives
annually across the Wagga Wagga LGA in support of relevant peak body
organisations. All Water Safety messaging should reflect the multicultural identity
of the Wagga Wagga LGA community and visitors to our inland waterways.

e Recommendation 12: During the development and/or revision of Wagga Wagga
City Council’'s Reserve Management Plans incorporate references to relevant
water safety strategies.

e Recommendation 13: Wagga Wagga City Council staff develop site specific
Emergency Action Plans for all Wagga Wagga City Council managed inland
waterways.

4., REVIEW OF THIS PLAN

The Lake Albert Plan of Management 2025-2035 provides the overarching guidelines for use and management of the land
identified in the PoM. These guidelines may be suitable at present; however, the PoM will require regular review to confirm its
continuing relevance and alignment with community expectations and to reflect Council priorities.

A performance review of the PoM should be undertaken at 18-month intervals, with a full strategic review occurring in 2030. The
annexures included with this PoOM may be updated from time to time as required to reflect any significant changes to the

condition of the land.

Image 6 Wagga Wagga Boat Club 2020
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Image 7 Lake Albert Recreational Signage — Source Glenda Pym 2020

5. COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

The Draft of this Lake Albert PoM was advertised and publicly exhibited for the statutory periods required under both the
Local Government Act 1993 and the Crown Land Management Act 2016.

Council employed a range of methods by which to capture community feedback and inform the community of PoM
development including:

e The publication of a weekly Council News document that is distributed via local print channels.

e Your Say - an online platform that provides a space where the community can share their views on a range of Council
projects, strategies and policies as well as keep up to date with current news and updates.

e Document and plans placed on Public Exhibition - the community had the opportunity to provide comment or make a
submission.

e Social Media - Council utilised dedicated Facebook, Instagram and Twitter accounts to keep the community informed and
updated as well as receive feedback.

e Consultation with the Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations Community, Wagga Wagga Youth — 2019 “SHAPE YOUR
CITY” YouthForum, Wagga Wagga Country Club Golf Course Management, Wagga Wagga Boat Club Management and
existing Community user groups and Community License Holders.

e South Wagga Wagga Apex Inc. regarding the development of a cycling facility at Apex Park.

e Scouts Australia regarding the future development of a co-located community shed.

e Bidgee Dragons Inc. regarding future needs.

e Markets by the Lake organisers.

e Ongoing consultation with the Water for Lake Albert Community Group. This group has been in formation for six
years and consists of representatives from the community, local residents, boating groups, water sport groups,
fishing groups and the Golf Club.
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6. LAND COMPRISING THE HABITAT OF ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES
6.1 Lake Albert Remnant Bushland and Wetlands

Lake Albert was originally a natural seasonal wetland that reached a maximum depth of up to two metres during the wet
season and dried out completely in the dry season, except for high rainfall years. To prolong Lake Albert’s inundation a
canal was dug from Crooked Creek into Lake Albert, which provided an extended period of water within Lake Albert.

The Lake Albert Precinct includes two native plant communities listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (EPBC Act) and ‘Endangered’ under the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act
(BC Act). They include two small patches of PCT 74 — ‘Yellow box — River Red Gum tall grassy riverine woodland of NSW
South Western Slopes Bioregion and Riverina Bioregion’ located at the northern end of the Lake between the corner of
Kooringal and Lake Albert Roads and located at the southern end of the Lake within the Crooked Creek drainage line tothe
east of Main Street. The second native plant community is PCT 277 — ‘Blakey’s Red Gum — Yellow Box grassy tall woodland
of the NSW South Western Slopes Bioregion’ which is located within Bosley Memorial Park and extends along Stringybark
Creek to Gregadoo Road. Adjacent to this is the Wagga Wagga Country Golf Club that contains a large number of mature
native trees with extensive mid-storey.

Scattered mature native and non-native trees, mostly eucalyptus species, surround the perimeter of the Lake with
maintained lawn around the walking track. The riparian zone is dominated by non-native understorey species including
Phalaris, African Love Grass and Paspalum Weed, with scattered native shrubs and understorey including Speargrass, Wallaby
Grass, Windmill Grass, Bottlebrush, and Paperbark species. The combination of the native plant communities and scattered
vegetation throughout the Lake Albert Precinct provides significant habitat and linkages for wildlife, enabling the safe passage
for species to find resources such as food and shelter throughout the Wagga Wagga LGA.

The Lake Albert Precinct provides various types of habitats for a number of animals, ranging from aquatic environments, rocky
outcrops, and hollow-bearing trees. There are two types of aquatic habitats, the main body of the Lake and the southern
wetland. Both provide foraging and breeding habitat for a number of waterbirds, fish, amphibians, insects, and other
invertebrates. The lake provides key fish habitat for native fish species including Murray Cod, Silver and Golden Perch and non-
native fish species such as European Carp. Aquatic habitats differ from terrestrial habitats as they are more susceptible to
damage and loss from damming and diversion of waterways. Due to the degradation of inland river systems, Lake Albert is
categorised by the Department of Primary Industries Fisheries as ‘Key Fish Habitat’ for threatened species such as the
Murray Cod. As Lake Albert is a contained aquatic habitat, stocking of fingerlings is a common practice to increase fish
populations.

The European Carp is an introduced species that is considered a significant pest due to the detrimental effects on native
aquatic environments. It is believed their destructive feeding habits contribute to poor water quality by uprooting vegetation and
stirring up sediment leading to increased turbidity. This reduces light penetration, can make it difficult for native fish that rely on
sight to feed, cause reduced plant growth, smother plants and clog fishes’ gills.

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/fish-species/species-list/carp

Image 8 Common Carp — Source Department of Primary Industries

The wetland located at the southern end of Lake Albert plays an important role within the ecosystem, enabling animals to
forage and breed, protect young from predation and to filter water entering the lake. As sediment, excess nutrients and
chemicals flow off land in the catchment and enter the wetland via Stringybark Creek, the aquatic vegetation stores and
absorbs excess nutrients and allows sediment to settle at the bottom of the wetland. This creates a filtration system allowing
cleaner water to enter Lake Albert.
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There are a number of constructed rocky outcrops, cracked concrete battering, rock walls and groundcovers located around the
lake that provide foraging, nesting and breeding habitat for reptiles and small mammals. There are a currently 60 hollow bearing
trees located throughout the Lake Albert Precinct that provide shelter and nesting habitat for several hollow dependent
species such as birds, mammals, and marsupials. Hollows are cavities in the trunk and branches formed by wind breakage,
lightning strike or fire and termite, insect or fungal attack. Hollows can take up to 100 — 150 years to form with varying sizes
and volumes. The retention of hollows is crucial to the on-going survival of species to provide daily shelter and seasonal breeding
and nesting habitat. Although Lake Albert is a highly modified environment, there is suitable habitat present throughout the
Precinct to host threatened species. This includes 22 threatened flora species and 38 fauna species (23 Birds, 8 Mammals,
3 Fish, 1 Frog and 3 Reptiles) which have the potential to occur within the Lake Albert Precinct.

Image 9 Grey-crowned Babbler photographed within the remnantbushland area,is listed as vulnerable.Source -
Chris O’Connell

7. CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT LAND

Section 36D of the Local Government Act 1993 provides for the management of Community land comprising an area of
cultural significance.

7.1 Aboriginal Cultural Significance

There are a number of sites of Aboriginal Cultural Significance within the Lake Albert Precinct and through to the
Murrumbidgee River. The local Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations Community are undertaking the consolidation of the
knowledge of these sites and the cultural practices associated with them with the future intention of applying under the
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 to have the area declared an Aboriginal Place.

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR) was completed by OzArk in November 2021. The purpose of
this ACHAR was to help inform future management options for the Lake Albert Draft Plan of Management. The results and
recommendations concerning Aboriginal cultural values within the study area are as follows:

In total, there are two Aboriginal sites inside the study area (56-1-0676 and 56-1-0677), and the area has significant cultural values
to the RAPs.

1. There are no specific constraints to the rezoning of the study area based on Aboriginal cultural heritage values, although the
significance of the area to the Aboriginal community should be considered.

2. Any future works proposed over the study area should be designed to avoid known sites 56-1-0676 and 56-1-0677 and the
sensitive archaeological area.

3. If future works are likely to impact the sensitive archaeological area (see Section 7.5 of ACHAR), then further investigation
through test excavation is warranted. This will ascertain whether subsurface archaeological deposits are present, thus enabling
the appropriate mitigation measures to be formulated.

4. If future works cannot avoid the known sites 56-1-0676 and 56-1-0677, then further investigation including consultation with the
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local Aboriginal community will be required to support an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) application.

7.2 Non-Aboriginal Cultural Significance

The Lake Albert Precinct has a history of post colonisation land use, predominantly involving agricultural (grazing and
cropping) activity.

8. LAKE ALBERT PRECINCT DEVELOPMENT AND USE

8.1 Reserve Management Overview

Wagga Wagga City Council will manage the Lake Albert Precinct in order to:

e Manage the Reserve cooperatively with and for the benefit of residents, the community, and the wider region,

e Maintain and improve the amenity of the Reserve consistent with the established character of the area,

e Provide for sustainable visitor and tourist use and enjoyment through the use of the Reserve for passive and active
recreation opportunities and the hosting of major events (including adaptive reuse and recreational and commercial
development),

e Conserve and reflect Aboriginal Cultural values in consultation with the Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations People
Community,

e Conserve biodiversity, maintain ecosystem functions and maintain natural landscapes,

e Permit identified user groups to operate in the Reserve.

8.2 Lake Albert Water Quality and Level and Silt Build-Up

Lake Albert water quality and levels have been of considerable concern for the community and Government authorities for
multiple generations and is widely regarded by user groups and the wider community as the Lake Albert Precinct’s primary
management issue. Current water level and quality have severely restricted all recreational aquatic activity and curtailed
many large-scale events. Adequate water level would also enable the lake to be utilised as a refill location for firefighting
aircraft during the increasing incidences of bushfire. Contributing to poor water quality and inadequate levels is the significant
build-up of nutrient rich silt that has infiltrated Lake Albert over many decades. Options for the removal of the existing silt
build-up and mitigation strategies to prevent future infiltration form part of the ongoing management of water quality and
level at Lake Albert.

Stormwater is untreated runoff following rainfall and may carry a range of pollutants derived from the surrounding urban and
rural environments. Chemicals, organic matter, and hard litter are discharged into the Lake as a result of rain events and
contribute to the poor water quality. Without regular diluting rainfall, as in times of drought, the lake receives a high nutrient load
from stormwater when it does rain. Currently the stormwater runoff from the Southern Growth development area feeds into Lake
Albert. With the progress of the Southern Growth development, there is potential for additional urban runoff to be within the water
catchment for the lake. Council is continuing to undertake a Major Overland Flow Flooding Study (MOFFS) which will consider
the existing and potential increase of stormwater and the interaction of major overland flow flooding which includes the Southern
Growth development. The Wagga Country Club holds a water license where they can access water from the lake for the
maintenance of the course. Council understands that any overflow from Wagga Country Club is all within required Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) standards.

Wagga Wagga City Council conducts regular water quality testing of Lake Albert, to monitor the health of the water as wellas
highlight any important concerns for human health. Water is routinely tested for nutrients, bacteria, and algae. Due to
prolonged drought and extremely low water levels, ‘Red Alert’ for algae or a ‘High Alert’ for bacteria (as per the Australian
Government's NHMRC Guidelines for Managing Risks in Recreational Water) have been regularly identified. This has
resulted in Council being required to warn the public that the water is considered unsuitable for water contact activities. The
low water levels have recently seen dramatic encroachment of vegetation beyond the normal shoreline. Removal of this
vegetation commenced in May 2020.

A range of options have been investigated to permanently address Lake Albert’s water quality and level. Aquatic based
recreation community organisations and casual community users rely on the Lake having sufficient depth and the water
being suitable for aquatic activities to take place. In recent years these pursuits have been severely curtailed resulting in the
loss of major events for the city and related economic benefits. If the Lake is to be capable of this type and level of utilisation
then solutions need to be implemented. Options identified for consideration to date include:

e Utilising reclaimed water that has been treated to arequired standard to augment the water level in Lake Albert,

e The diversion of Tatton Drain into Lake Albert as a stormwater harvesting mechanism,

e With the updating of the current Major Overland Flood Flow Study Council is giving consideration to utilising Lake
Albert to provide flood mitigation to the broader downstream area using the latest available hydraulic modelling,

e Wagga Wagga City Council is given credit for water discharged into the Murrumbidgee and permitted, under a specific
purpose access license, to draw water from the river to maintain the level of Lake Albert.

In October 2018 Wagga Wagga City Council endorsed the trial of ultrasound technology for controlling cyanobacterial bloomin
Lake Albert. Controlling algae with ultrasound is an environmentally friendly technology that is harmless to fish and plants.
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Ultrasound are sound waves with frequencies higher than the upper audible limit of human hearing (22 kHz). At specific
frequencies, these sound waves can be used to control algae growth. The Envirosonic Ultrasound units (ES300) are solar
powered and are installed on pontoons anchored to the bottom of the lake. Preliminary results indicate a reduction in algal
growth, and the units remain in place to help manage the lake's water quality.

In early January 2024 Wagga Wagga City Council commenced with a treatment called Waterzyme. Waterzyme was developed in
a partnership between an innovator based in Mildura and academics from Newcastle University. Waterzyme is added to water; its
natural compounds bind to the walls of the cyanobacteria (BGA) causing the cyanobacteria to aggregate and drop to the bottom
of the water within days of application. This starves the cyanobacteria of sunlight and triggers the destruction of cells. Shortly after
the first treatment, the lake received a Red Alert level for BGA. Subsequent treatments then occurred over the following weeks.
Following the initial month, majority of the results were returned at either green or amber alert levels. However, the public health
advice was not able to be reduced to amber level until 2 April 2024 as there were visible algal blooms present. Despite having a
positive impact, the Waterzyme treatment was not able eliminate BGA in its entirety particularly in shallow locations and areas of
stormwater and other discharge.

In early 2025, a state-of-the-art treatment designed to reduce Lake Albert’s blue-green algae commenced. Hydro2050 involves
technology using ultrafine bubbles of oxygen and ozone to increase the lake’s oxygen levels and manage the level of blue-green
algae.

Alternative and chemical solutions have been investigated by Wagga Wagga City Council but not deemed appropriate to potential
of long term environmental impacts.

The Lake Albert Plan of Management does not recommend a specific solution to the Lake Albert water management issue
however, this Plan does identify the following options to be investigated and implemented if deemed feasible and subject to
the relevant statutory approvals:

1. Identify alternate sources from which to pump water to Lake Albert during times of insufficient rainfall to maintain levels
that support recreational and competition aquatic activity. See point 8.3 for more information.

2. Increase the depth of Lake Albert in order to maintain increased water depth as water inflow occurs. Investigation of the
impact on related infrastructure would also need to be undertaken.

3. Investigate the resources and processes required to remove the build-up of sediment within the Lake, ensuring that appropriate
infrastructure is in place to prevent future sediment infiltration.

4. Investigate and implement Blue Green Algae management practices.

8.3 Lake Albert Pipeline project

The Lake Albert Pipeline project will commence construction in 2025 to assist with the periodic drying of Lake Albert which
has occurred for at least 75 years. Wagga City Council were successful in a grant application through the Growing Regions
Program to undertake the project.

c— Proposed WWCC pipeline High Level Rising Main Project
- -
Sheet9of 12 RWCC pipeline K ]
| S Zone 9- Lake Albert Drv
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This project element will see an approximately 6300m long pipeline constructed from the Murrumbidgee River to Lake Albert.
The project will see more consistent water levels in Lake Albert as the construction of the pipeline will allow for the pumping
of 1800ML of water from the Murrumbidgee River. Wagga Wagga City Council were granted a specific purpose water licence
for the Lake by the NSW Government. In addition, to the pipeline, 2350m of Lake Albert foreshore along with the existing
weir structure will be remediated. This pipeline will commence at the Riverina Water County Council (RWCC) depot and
discharge at the northeastern corner of the Lake. During discussions with Riverina Water, it has also become apparent that
an opportunity exists to utilise the cleaner byproduct water that is produced by the RWCC plant. This byproduct has been
tested and subject to EPA approval could be used to supplement lake levels.

Construction of the pipeline is anticipated to be complete by the end of 2026.

8.4 Current Condition of the Land and Structures

Suburban development, stormwater infiltration, recreational usage and associated requirements, drought and other weather-
related factors have all impacted on the contemporary condition of the Lake Albert Precinct. The degree of infrastructure provision
and maintenance are related to the level of budgeted funds available and/or secured grant funding and community partnerships.
Land within the Precinct is either residential or used for recreational and community use. Areas identified as bushland and wetland
are particularly vulnerable to climatic conditions, as are unirrigated areas of the open space parkland. Shade provision around the
perimeter of Lake Albert is quite sparse and limited to major playground and picnic areas.

Community organisations that occupy lots under community licences are responsible for the buildings that they have erected.
Both the Bidgee Dragon Boats and Wagga Wagga Sailing Club have facilities that are in very good order. However, roads that
lead to these buildings are unsealed and subject to high rainfall impact on accessibility. Boat ramps utilised by all forms of
recreational boating are either inadequate due to current low water levels or have been damaged as a result of erosion. These
ramps were lengthened/widened in 2020 in partnership with the Water for Lake Albert Community Group.

The Lake Albert Precinct is a significant destination location and a connector to important community recreational infrastructure
projects, including the expanding Active Travel Routes (Ride, walk, run and mobility scooters) and Wiradjuri Trail
enhancements. As these projects are completed, the Precinct will require additional infrastructure to meet the needs of
increased visitation and staging of large-scale community events.

Recent works have been completed to improve amenity, facilities, and to mitigate environmental issues within the Lake Albert
Precinct including:

e Boat Ramp and Car Park Upgrade

BMX Track maintenance

Installation of Solar Lighting along the Walking Track
Installation of Water Refill Stations along the Walking Track
Bosley Park Amenities Upgrade

Bosley Park Erosion Remediation

Stringybark Creek Remediation

Crooked Creek Remediation

Apex Park upgrades

Foreshore erosion works

Repair and extension of remaining boat ramps
Commenced removal of vegetation encroachment due to low water levels.

Image 10 BMX Track O'Halloran Park - Source Rob Owers 2023
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8.5 Wagga Wagga City Council Current Asset Conditions and Future Improvements

Lake Albert Perimeter

Very Poor —422m

Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements

Foreshore structure Excellent — 952m e Erosion and vegetation encroachment due to low
Good — 1591m water levels very evident
Average — 291m o Provision of accessible fishing platforms at two
Poor —1633m locations

Provision of a dual-purpose platform/pontoon to
provide for accessible entry into sailing craft and
dragon boats adjacent to sheds.

Vegetation Inadequate shade e Provision of additional shade trees required inclusive of
provision additional Casuarina plantings along the southern
Vegetation has foreshore areas
encroached withinthe | «  Removal of identified water line invasive vegetation is
water line due to low an ongoing requirement when water level allows.
water level

Land Poor to Excellent e Provision of water stations, additional picnic and

shelter facilities

Provision of additional BBQ facilities in areas serviced
with amenity blocks

Provision of additional irrigated green spaces to
accommodate future community needs.

Provision of key entertainment nodes including
formalised access points, additional car parks,
accessible pathways connecting parking areas to the
walking track, hard stands, three bin waste
management service and power provision to
accommodate large scale community events in
multiple locations around the Lake’s perimeter.

safety, Maritime Authority,
Safe Boating, Lake Albert
Walking Track, Solar
Lighting advisory)

Boat Ramps x 5 Good x 4 e Concreting and extensions undertaken in 2020.
Average x 1
Fitness Stations x 4 Good e Due for renewal 2029/30.
Fitness Station signs x 4 Good e Update as required when equipment renewal takes
place.
Bollard fencing Good e  Provision of formalised access points required.
Sandstone block barrier Excellent e Asset renewal project completed in 2023 to replace post
fencing and railing fencing
Post and rail fencing Poor e Requires replacing with bollard fencing.
Foot bridges x 4 Good e Adequate for current needs.
e 1 x foot bridge may require widening
240 litre bins x 2 Good e Provision of three-bin waste management systems to
facilitate recyclables and FOGO collection.
Water station x 2 Average e Additional stations may be required due to increasing
future use.
e Quality to be monitored to determine when renewal is
required
Algae ultrasound control x 1 | Good e Ongoing monitoring taking place.
Boat ties by 20 Good e Adequacy to be determined dependent on water level.
Boat rigging space Good e Adequacy to be determined dependent on water
level.
Seats x 6 Average e Additional seats may be required due to increasing
future usage.
Signage (Multilingual water Good e Additional signage required related to way finding for

Active Travel routes, Wiradjuri Trail and historic
interpretive signage (Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First
Nations and PostColonisation)
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Apex Park — currently the location that attracts the greatest number of visitors and hosts
community markets and other aquatic and land-based events.

(Mushrooms x 3)

Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements

Playground (Regional) and Good e Due for renewal 2031/32

shade sails o Improved accessibility required for all abilities.

Junior Playground (Local Good e Due for renewal 2030/31

Major) and shade sails e Improved accessibility required for all abilities.

Fences and bollards Good e Provision of formalised access points required.

240 litre bins x 10 Average e Provision of three-bin waste management systems to
facilitate recyclables and FOGO collection.

60 litre bins x 2 Average e Inadequate size and require removal.

Shelters x 3 Good e Additional shelters may be required due to increasing
future usage.

Picnic settings x 11 Good e Additional settings may be required due to increasing
future usage.

BBQs (electric) x 3 Good e Additional BBQs may be required due to increasing
future usage.

Seats x 2 Good e Additional seats may be required due to increasing
future usage.

Water station x 1 Average e Additional stations may be required due to increasing
future usage.

e Quality to be monitored to determine when renewal is

required

Power supply outlets Good e Additional outlets may be required due to increasing

future usage.

location

Irrigation Average to poor e Additional irrigation required to meet community
coverage expectations in high use areas and subject to water
availability.
Bike rack x 1 Average and poor e With the completion of the Active Travel plan route

the Precinct will be a recognised destination.

e Consideration to be given to the development of end
of trip facilities, bike service centre and commercial
activities including bike hire and shuttle service for
bikes, prams, and mobility devices.

Recreational Infrastructure

Limited for youth

e Maximise City’s cycling potential through the pursuit
of funding for the Apex Park Pump/BMX/Dirt track
facility.

e Formalise connections across this area to maximise
use e.g. Markets by the Lake

e Construction of a stage area to enable events.

e Installation of Basketball Half Court

e Extension of Lake Albert Oval to increase utilisation
capacity.

e See Lake Albert Park Precinct — Future Use and
Development Map following.

Carpark and lighting

Good

e Carpark may require future expansion.

Signage (Multilingual water
safety, Lake Albert Walking
Track, Apex Park location,

Lake Albert usage)

Good

e Additional signage required related to way finding for
Active Travel routes, Wiradjuri Trail and historic
interpretive signage (Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First
Nations and Post Colonisation)

Bosley Memorial Park — thi

water height permits.

associated with community organisational aquat

s location also includes the Wagga Wagga Boat Club and sheds
ic recreation. Large scale events occur here when

Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements

Playground (Local Minor)and| Good e Due for Renewal 2025/26

shade sails e Review accessibility for all abilities

Public Amenities andChange | Good e Development of Camping area close to thisarea will

Rooms require review of scale and type of amenities
provided

Cable fencing and bollards Good e Provision of formalised access points required

240 litre bins x 4 Average e Provision of three-bin waste management systems to
facilitate recyclables and FOGO collection

Shelters x 1 Good e Additional shelters may be required due to increasing

future usage
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Picnic settings x 4 Good e Additional settings may be required due to increasing
future usage

BBQs (electric) x 1 Good e Additional BBQs may be required due to increasing
future usage

Seats x 1 Average e Additional seats may be required due to increasing
future usage

Water station x 1 Average e Additional stations may be required due to
increasingfuture usage.

e Quality to be monitored to determine when renewal is
required

Power supply Average e Additional outlets may be required due to increasing
future usage

Irrigation Average e Additional irrigation required to meet community
expectations in high use areas and subject to water
availability.

Carpark (WWCC) Average e Carpark may require future expansion and surface
attention to service increased usage in this area.

Access roads to community | Poor e Will require surface sealing as currently subject to

facilities in this area weather impacts.

Pathway (gravel) Good e May require surface attention to facilitate accessibility

Signage (Multilingual water Good e Additional signage required related to way finding for

safety, Memorial, Lake Active Travel routes, Wiradjuri Trail and historic

Albert Walking Track, interpretive signage (Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First

Location and Lake Albert Nations and PostColonisation).

usage)

Ron Wheeler Park

Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements

Playground (Local Minor)and| Poor e Due for Renewal 2026/27

shade sails « Review accessibility for all abilities.

Picnic settings x 1 Good e Consider adequate for location.

Seats (wooden) x 11 Poor x 1 e Replace seat x 1.

Average x 10

Irrigation Poor e Additional irrigation maybe required to meet
community expectations and subject to water
availability.

Pathway (asphalt) Excellent e Review usage and maintenance need

Signage (Location and Average e Additional wayfinding signage required.

various advisory signs)

Cricket Pitch (concrete) Average e Review usage and maintenance need.

Goal Posts Poor e Review usage and maintenance need.

Ray Beddoe Park

ltem(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements

Playground (Local Major) Average e Due for Renewal 2024/25

e Incorporate additional elements for youth recreation
e.g. basketball court, exercise equipment

e Review accessibility for all abilities

e Additional tree planting required in this location.

Picnic settings x 2 Good e Considered adequate for location.

BBQ x 1 Good e No toilet facilities at this location.

Shelter Good e Considered adequate for location.

Seats (wooden) x 3 Average e Considered adequate for location.

Irrigation Poor e Additional irrigation may be required to meet
community expectations and subject to water
availability.

Signage (Location and Good e Additional wayfinding signage required.

memorial)

240 litre bins x 2 Good e Provision of three-bin waste management systems to
facilitate recyclables and FOGO collection.

60 litre binx 1 Average e Inadequate size and requires removal.

O’Halloran Park

Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements

Public Amenities

None at this location

e High use location requires public amenities.

Playground (Local Minor)

Average

e Due for Refurbish 2032/33
e Review accessibility for all abilities.

Dog Agility Park and off-

Excellent

e Refurbished 2025
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leash area and single seat

e Review usage and maintenance need.

Change Rooms

Dog Agility Park wire mesh Excellent e Review maintenance needs.
fencing
Dog Agility Park sign Excellent e Review maintenance needs.
Dog Agility Shelter Excellent e Review usage and maintenance need.
Community building x 1 Poor e Ageing facility that requires renewal
e Inadequate services for a contemporary community
facility
e Very poor accessibility
BMX Dirt Track Good e Refurbished in 2019.
Foot bridge x 1 Good e Adequate for current needs.
Post and rail fencing Average e Requires replacing with bollard fencing.
Post and rail fencing Average e Requires replacing with bollard fencing.
(carpark)
Picnic settings x 4 Poor x 2 e Requires replacement.
Good x 2
BBQ x 1 Good e No toilet facilities at this location.
e Review usage and maintenance need.
Shelter Good e Considered adequate for location.
Seats (metal) in a ring x 8 Good e Maintained by Wagga Wagga City Council.
Irrigation Poor e No irrigation — “bushland” style area.
Concrete paver connecting Average e Review for accessibility.
ath
gignage (Location and Average e Additional wayfinding signage required.
memorial)
240 litre bins x 1 Good e Provision of three-bin waste management systems to
facilitate recyclables and FOGO collection.
60 litre binx 1 Average e Inadequate size and requires removal.
Sports Ground
Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements
Lake Albert Oval Average e Inadequate and aging.
(AFL/cricket use and
school sports oval) and
lighting fornight training
Lake Albert Hall
Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements
Community building x 1 Poor e Ageing facility in a location that separates open
spaces — consideration should be given to rebuild in
an alternative location.
e Inadequate services available for a contemporary
community facility.
e No disabled access/toilet.
Apex Park Public Amenities
Item(s) Condition Comments and Future Improvements
Toilet Block, Club Room and | Very Poor e Consider redeveloping public toilets and incorporating

male and female change rooms
e Consider the addition of an Accessible Adult Change
Facility.

28 Wagga Wagga City Council - Lake Albert Draft Plan of Management V1

Attachment 1: Draft Lake Albert Plan of Management 2025-2035

Page 29



Report submitted to the Ordinary Meeting of Council on Monday 11 August 2025.
Attachments

i * Wbl SR A I

- \ X ! =tal

Image 11 Vegetation encroachment within Lake Albert 2020 Source - Glenda Pym 2020
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Image 12 Apex Park playgrounds, BBQ and picnic areas Source - Glenda Pym 2020
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8.6 Current Use of the Land and Structures

The Lake Albert Precinct is currently maintained for general recreation use. Specific locations are subject to licence

arrangements as per the below table.

Land Area Description

Arrangement

Horse riding facility for

Lot 7004 DP1049750 people with a disability

Community Licence — Riding For the Disabled Association

Apex Park Kiosk

Lot 7006 DP94147 Storage Area

Community Licence —Wagga Triants Triathlon Club

Lot 1 D1260459 Storage/Activities Shed | Community Licence —Bidgee Dragons Inc.
Lot 49 DP775377 Storage/Activities Shed | Community Licence —Wagga Wagga Sailing Club Inc.
Lot 325 DP 822911 Childcare Facility Community Licence — Kooringal Casual Childcare Inc.

Council may receive Expressions of Interest for use of land covered by this Plan of Management. The Plan of Management

permits Council to enter into leases and licences of Council Managed Crown Land that are consistent with the nominated Reserve

purposes and land categorisations.
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8.7 Permitted Reserve Future Use

8.7.1 The following Lake Albert Park Precinct — Future Use and Development Map indicates the permitted uses for General
Community Use, Park, Sportsground and Natural Area Bushland and Watercourse land categories as identified in the Lake Albert
Precinct Plan of Management. Detailed information is contained in Part 2 of this Plan.

Lake Albert Precinct — Future Use and Development Map
The Lake Albert Precinct is a popular destination. This map identifies infrastructure additions and permitted activities to
enhance the precinct as a key destination capitalising on the Active Travel Routes and the Wiradjuri Trail.
(indicative positioning only)

Accessible Shared
Pathways:
Widen to 3 metres and seal
Spaced seating and water
refill stations

carparking lay-by locations.
Foreshores:

Restoration of eroded
areas

Ongoing removal of
encroaching vegetation
due to low water levels
Provision of Accessible Pler
and Fishing Platforms.

Key Entertainment
Nodes (Ron
Wheeler/Bosley/Apex and R
Beddoe Parks:

* Hardstands

Formal access and car
parking

Increased
seating/tables/shelters
Event power supply and
increased lighting

* Three-bin waste
management system
Temporary/Event food
licensing.

@ Apex Park:

* Permit Commercial
Operations e.g.
Containerised
Hospitality/Aquatic
Recreation Hire

Explore options for future
use of kiosk building
Redevelop Public Hall/Public
Amenities to incorporate
Change Rooms, Adult
Laydown Change Facility
Construct Bike Facllity, Stage
Area, Basketball Court
Extension of sporting oval

Event Viewing Area:

.

.

.

* Event power supply and
Increased lighting
* Formal access.

@ O’Halloran Park

* Renew Dog Agility Park
* Increase seating

-y 7 Rt Y : : ] B Sty M) i %
* Provision of Public Tollets | o .
* Irmigation of green spaces ﬁ nstaliation of Consistent Way
Renewal of community hall —— Finding and Interpretive Sgnage u

.
Accessible Water Refill to Link with ATP and Wiradjuri Trail. A .
R s cessible Public
= Stage Area connections Fire-Fighting Highlight Wiradjuri Cultural Stories. Amenities :&”':
5 Aircraft Platfarm
Accessible ¥
Fishing Platform Temporary and Event Tree Plantings for Shade Protect Campground
Food Licensing and lrrigated Green Spaces Biodversity Bird Mide ares
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8.7.2 Establishment of Campground Area

Change of land use category is required to enable the possible establishment of a campground area within the Lake Albert
Precinct. Future use of this type must be in keeping with both the amenity of the Lake Albert Precinct and will not disrupt the
Community recreational enjoyment of the Precinct. This area would be defined as a camping ground on which campervans or
tents, annexes or other similar portable and lightweight temporary shelters are, or are to be, installed, erected, or placed for short
term use. Public amenities are currently available at Bosley Park, so future amenities development or expansions to service this
area will be minimal.

Pending community consultation, development approval and Council endorsement to develop a campground area, WWCC
would develop a Lake Albert Camping Ground Operations Document to manage and guide the type and amount of activity
permitted at the site.

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report was completed by OzArk in November 2021 to help inform the potential
future management options for the identified location below. The results of this report recommended there are no specific
constraints to the rezoning of the study area based on Aboriginal cultural heritage values, although the significance of the
area to the Aboriginal community should be considered and if future works are to impact the sensitive archaeological area,
then further investigation is warranted. Further investigation and consultation with the local Aboriginal community would also
be undertaken if any works were to progress.

8.7.3 Land Description

Wagga Wagga City Council is the Crown Land Manager for Lot 1 DP 1260459, which is currently categorised as Natural
Area — Bushland. The land use category would need to be altered to General Community Use. Further information follows
in Annexure 1.

8.7.4 Use of Lake Albert as a Water Refill Location

Wagga Wagga City Council has undertaken discussions with relevant peak bodies and contractors regarding the future use of
Lake Albert as a water refill location for firefighting aircraft during times of bushfire. This capability would assist with response
times across the region. Solutions to address the low water level in the Lake would require implementation to allow for this
important contribution in a time of increasing bushfire frequency.

Image 13 Skiing on Lake Albert - Source Michael Frogley
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PART 2: DETAILED INFORMATION OF LAND CATEGORIES AND USE

9. GENERAL COMMUNITY USE LAND CATEGORY

Introduction

Map 3 indicates land categorised as General Community Use within the Lake Albert Precinct. This land may be made available for use for any purpose for which community land
may be used, whether by the public at large or by specific sections of the public and is not categorised as a natural area, a sportsground, a park or an area of cultural significance.

Issues:
e Long term viability of the Wagga Wagga Boat Club and Wagga Wagga Country Club
e  Opportunities for economic and/or community development

e Limited knowledge of Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations People’s cultural significance across the Lake Albert Precinct
e Preservation of wildlife corridors.

Development and Use

General Community Use - Permitted Purposes Purposes for which Further Development is Permitted

e  Tourist accommodation and ancillary uses as permitted with |e  Council, as Crown Land Manager, will permit the development of tourist accommodation in specified areas as identified in
consent under the Wagga Wagga Local Environmental Plan Map 4. Accommodation development will be of a scale, style and comprised of materials that are sensitive to the natural,
2010 social and cultural values of the Lake Albert Precinct

e Community use including childcare provision and community |®  Ancillary facilities include drop point, car parking loading areas, driveways, access roads, pedestrian connections or similar
service groups and associated activities

e Temporary events or organised activities which are approved
by Wagga Wagga City Council and are for purposes for
which a short-term licences may be issued over Crown Land.

Prescribed Local Government Act 1993 Objectives Means of Achievement Manner of Assessment
e Promote, encourage and provide for the use of the land, and [e  Utilisation of land to assist in facilitating community e Issuing of community licences to appropriate community

to provide facilities on the land, to meet the current and future activity by community organisations organisations for undertaking a range of community

needs ofthe local community and of the wider public: activities.

o inrelation to public recreation and the physical, cultural, |e |dentify sites thatare suitable for development of tourist{e  Well managed facilities and settings established that are
social and intellectual welfare or development of accommodation of a scale, style and comprisedof compatible with the value and amenity of the Lake Albert
individual members ofthe public : L Precinct.

o in relation to purposes for which a lease, licence or other materials that are sensitive to the natural and cultural
estate may be granted in respect of the land (other than values of the reserve.
the provision of public utilities and works associated with |e  Ensure scale and style of developments are e Scale and style of developments are compatible with adjoining
or ancillary to public utilities). compatible with adjoining land use. land use

e Undertake biodiversity assessment of adjacent bushland area.
e  Consultation with Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First e Identified areas of cultural significance are recognised and
Nations People prior to any developmenttaking preserved.
place.
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Type

Common Name

Land of Facility

Purpose

Method of Granting

Community Licence

Riding for theDisabled
Association

Lot 7004 DP
1049750

Open space to facilitate recreational
activity.

By resolution of Wagga Wagga City
Council.

Community Licence

Kooringal Casual Childcare Centre
Inc.

Lot 325 DP 822911

Facilitate community activity.

By resolution of Wagga Wagga City
Council.

Lease

TBA

Lot 1 DP 1260459

Operation and Management of

By Public Tender

campground area

Authorised Lease, Licence or Other Estates — General Community Use

10.

NATURAL AREA — BUSHLAND LAND CATEGORY

Introduction

Map 3 indicates land categorised as Bushland within the Lake Albert Precinct. The Natural Arealand category refers to land, whether or not it is in a disturbed state, that possesses
a natural feature or attribute that would be sufficient to further categorise the land as bushland under section 36 (J) of the Local Government Act. Bushland is land which contains primarily
vegetation that is the natural or remainder of the natural vegetation of the land.

Issues:

Increasing pressures on biodiversity through reduction in wildlife corridors

Limited knowledge of Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations People’s cultural significance across the Lake Albert Precinct
Limited knowledge of the land area’s biodiversity values

Impacts of development adjacent to bushland

Pest and weed infestation in the bushland areas

Need to control bushfire risks

Lack of maintenance resources.

Development and Use

Natural Area Bushland - Permitted Purposes

Purposes for which Further Development is Permitted

Low impact walking and cycling paths,

Low impact access and service roads,

Bush fire mitigation activities,

Wildlife-friendly fencing,

Installation Council approved advisory and cultural interpretive signage,

Activities or works that protect the biodiversity values of the land, or restore degraded areas,
Activities or infrastructure related to the provision of public safety or compliance.

Activities for the protection and enhancement of biological
diversity, wildlife corridors and habitat

Environmental and scientific study

Low impact passive recreational, social and educational
pastimes and activities utilising designated tracks

Temporary events or organised activities which are approved
by Wagga Wagga City Council and are for purposes for which |
a short-term licence maybe issued over Crown Land.
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Prescribed Local Government Act 1993 Objectives Means of Achievement Manner of Assessment
e To conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystem functionin [e  Manage the land to ensure that identified habitats are e Undertake regular monitoring of natural assets, wildlife
respect of the land, or the feature or habitat in respect of preserved corridors and assessmentof native species
which the land is categorised as a natural area e Ensure linkages with adjacent wildlife corridors are e Invasive species are identified and controlled
e To maintain the land, or that feature or habitat, in its natural maintained e  Fire hazards are minimised through programmed works
state and setting. e Identify eradication programs for invasive species e Sufficient maintenance budget allocated.

e Undertake fire risk mitigation works

e Seek sufficient budget allocation to facilitate appropriate
maintenance within the identified area.

e To provide for the restoration and regeneration of the land. Identify grants, partnerships and other external funding e Funding sources/partnerships identified and

sources to facilitate protection and enhancement of sourced/created
biodiversity and wildlife corridors e  Community group projects are operating under Council Staff
e  Council to support community groups to seek funding for supervision.

restoration and rehabilitation projects in appropriate
bushland areas.

e To provide for community use of and access to the land in Consultation with Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations
such a manner as will minimise and mitigate any disturbance People to identify cultural significance.
caused by human intrusion.

Community are aware of the area’s cultural significance

e Provide information for visitors to help raise awareness e Community are aware of the area’s biodiversity values
and promote responsible use that minimises the impact of |¢  Reduced occurrences of damaging behaviours
human activity

e Ensure any development and activities adjacentto
bushland areas conform to environmental best practice

Authorised Lease, Licence or Other Estates — Natural Area Bushland

Type Common Name [Land or Facility [Purpose Method of Granting
Nil

11. NATURAL AREA - WATERCOURSE CATEGORY

Introduction

Map 3 indicates land categorised as Watercourse within the Lake Albert Precinct. The Natural Area land category refers to land, whether or not it is in a disturbed state, that
possesses a natural feature or attribute that would be sufficient to further categorise the land as watercourse under section 36 (M) of the Local Government Act. The Natural Area
Watercourse category refers to any stream of water, whether perennial or intermittent, flowing in a natural channel, orin a natural channel that has been artificially improved, orin an
artificial channel that has changed the course of the stream of water and any other stream of water into or from which the stream of water flows. The category includes associated
riparian land or vegetation, including land which is protected under the relevant legislation.

Issues:
e Wateris of poor quality with low level resulting in frequent Red Alerts for algae and High Alerts for bacteria — See section 8.2 Lake Albert Water Quality and Level,
e Water quality and level of Lake Albert has impacted the ability of the community to utilise the Lake Albert Precinct as required,
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e Limited knowledge of Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations People’s cultural significance across the Lake Albert Precinct,
e Lack of accessibility for all abilities to engage in aquatic recreation,

e Inadequate water depth to conduct aquatic activities and events and as a water refill supply for fire-fighting aircraft,

e Foreshore degradation and encroaching vegetation due to low water levels,

e Impacts of development adjacent to watercourse and the wider Lake Albert Catchment Area,

e Pestand weed infestation within watercourse and surrounding riparian areas,

e Lack of maintenance resources.

Development and Use

Natural Area Watercourse - Permitted Purposes Purposes for which Further Development is Permitted

e Water and land based recreational, social and educational
pastimes and activities

e Events and competitions related to aquatic recreation .

e Restoration Lake inflow/outflow watercourses

e Activities for the protection and enhancement of biodiversity |*®
and habitat *

e Activities that protect riparian vegetation and foreshore °
erosion and stability

e  Promote community access to and use of the
watercourse without detrimentally affecting the
environment

e Environmental and scientific study

e Utilisation of Lake Albert to provide flood mitigation to the
broader downstream area.

e Temporary events or organised activities which are approved .
by Wagga Wagga City Council and are for purposes for which
a short-term licence maybe issued over Crown Land.

Undertake investigations and the development of related infrastructure to improve the quality and level of water in Lake
Albert including reduction in storm water pollutants, siltremoval, sedimentinfiltration.

Infrastructure related to the pumping of water to Lake Albert from identified sources during times of insufficient rainfall to
maintain levels that support recreational and competition aquatic activity.

Increasing the depth of Lake Albert in retain water depth as inflows occurs and investigation ofimpact on infrastructure.
Development of appropriate infrastructure to enable firefighting aircraftto access water from Lake Albert

Methods for addressing foreshore erosion and remediation.

Installation of accessible pontoons for fishing and piers for engaging in aquatic recreation.

Formalised access and service road provision to enable aquatic recreational activity.

Installation Council approved advisory and cultural interpretive signage.

Activities or works that protect the biodiversity values of the watercourse, removal of encroaching vegetation and restoration
of degraded areas.

e Consideration be given to utilising Lake Albert to provide flood mitigation to the broader downstream area using the latest
available hydraulic modelling. Key elements may include increasing the available airspace in Lake Albert for temporary flood
water storage and to improve water conveyance into Lake Albert from both Crooked Creek and Stringybark Creek.

Activities or infrastructure related to the provision of community aquatic recreation, public safety and compliance.

Prescribed Local Government Act 1993 Objectives

Means of Achievement

Manner of Assessment

e To manage watercourses so as to protect the biodiversity and
ecological values of the aquatic environments, particularly in

relation to water quality and water flows

e Undertake scheduled testing of water quality and advise
community of any related alerts,

e Undertake ongoing monitoring of water level to identify
seasonal trends and impact of actions undertaken to
address water quality and level,

e Investigation and implantation of measures to manage
water level and quality,

e Manage the watercourses and adjacent wetland areas to
ensure thatidentified habitats are preserved,

e Identify eradication programs for invasive species,

e Seek sufficient budget allocation to facilitate appropriate
maintenance within the identified area.

e Testing undertaken and alerts provided to the community
asrequired,

e Water level monitored,

e Water level and quality is managed to ensure preservation
of aquatic habitats,

e Undertake regular monitoring of aquatic assets assessment

of native species,
e Invasive species are identified and controlled,
e Sufficient maintenance budget allocated.

36 Wagga Wagga City Council - Lake Albert Draft Plan of Management V1

Attachment 1: Draft Lake Albert Plan of Management 2025-2035

Page 37



Report submitted to the Ordinary Meeting of Council on Monday 11 August 2025.

Attachments
e To manage watercourses so as to protect the riparian e |dentify grants, partnerships and other external funding e Funding sources/partnerships identified and
environment, particularly in relation to riparian sources to facilitate protection and enhancement of sourced/created,
vegetation,habitats and bank stability riparian vegetation, habitats and foreshore rehabilitation e  Native vegetation re-established in areas of soil erosion,
and stability scarring and degradation within riparian zones,
e Council to partner and support community groups to seek |e  Community group projects are operating under Council Staff
funding for restoration and rehabilitation projects supervision.
e To restore degraded watercourses e |dentify alternate sources from which to pump water to e Implementation of actions that have improved water quality
Lake Albert during times of insufficient rainfall to maintain and level,
levels that support recreational and competition aquatic ¢  Reduced occurrences of development impacts and
activity. damaging behaviours.

e Increase the depth of Lake Albert in order to maintain
increased water depth as water inflow occurs and
investigate impact on related infrastructure,

e Investigate the resources and processes required to
remove the build-up of sediment within the Lake, ensuring
that appropriate infrastructure is in place to prevent future
sedimentinfiltration,

e Ensure any development and activities across the Lake
Albert Catchment that may impact watercourses conform
to environmental bestpractice.

e To promote community education, and community access to

Create a staged development plan and related asset Stage development plan and related asset management and

and use of the watercourse, without compromising the other management and maintenance standards for the maintenance standards for the implementation of Plan of
core objectives of the category. implementation of Plan of Management Managementcreated,
e Provide information for visitors to help raise awareness e  Community care aware of the Lake Albert's
and promote responsible use that minimises the impact of biodiversityvalues,
human activity, e Community members of all abilities are able to
o Development of floating pontoons and accessible pier to enjoyrecreational activity within Lake Albert.
enable all abilities to engage in fishing and aquatic
recreation.

Authorised Lease, Licence or Other Estates — Natural Area Watercourse

Type Common Name [Land or Facility [Purpose Method of Granting
NIL

12. SPORTSGROUND LAND CATEGORY

Introduction
Map 3 indicates land categorised as Sportsground within the Lake Albert Precinct used primarily for active recreation involving organised sports.
Issues:

e The provision of co-located sporting facilities that meet community needs and encourage multiple use of the Lake Albert Precinct.
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e Existing facilities are reaching the end of useful life and do not meet contemporary standards regarding accessibility.

Development and Use

Sportsground - Permitted Purposes Purposes for which Further Development is Permitted
e Organised and informal sporting activities and games - both |e  Note the redevelopment of the Lake Albert Oval/Apex Park amenities block in the Apex Park area to include clubhouse,
amateur and professional kiosk, storage, unisex changerooms and addition of Accessible Adult Change Facility. Lake Albert Hall to be included in
e Temporary events or organised activities which are approved their development of this facility.
by Wagga Wagga City Council and are for purposes for which |®  Ensure redevelopment creates a connection between Lake Albert Oval and Apex Park.

a short-term licence maybe issued over Crown Land. e Utilities to improve amenity or safety
e  Additional seating, picnic tables and shade structures to enhance usage.
e Potential expansion of the Lake Albert Oval sportsground to increase utilisation capacity of the site.

Prescribed Local Government Act 1993 Objectives Means of Achievement Manner of Assessment
e To encourage, promote and facilitate recreational pursuitsin |[e  Redevelopment of public amenities, clubrooms, kiosk, |e Infrastructure encourages use beyond organised sport,
the community involving organised and informal sporting changerooms, Accessible Adult Laydown facility and e Facility incorporating public hall, clubrooms, kiosk, public
activities and games Lake Albert Hall that improve the connection between toilets including Accessible Adult Laydown facility constructed
Lake Albert Oval and Apex Park, connecting Lake Albert Oval and Apex Park,
»  Develop facilities that incorporate universal design e Access for all incorporated into design and construction of
principles thatenable access for all, facilities,

*  Allow appropriately licenced competitions and events 4 Monitor number of competitions and events scheduled.
that are compatible with the purpose and management
of the Precinct.

e To ensure that such activities are managed having regard to Development of sporting facilities and the scheduling of |e  Monitor impacts on neighbouring residents during scheduled
any adverse impacton nearby residences. events and competitions must consider the impacts, i.e. events and competitions.

visual, noise, lighting, and additional usage on the

neighbouring properties.

e To ensure that such activities are managed having regardto [e  Determine and develop appropriate management e  Monitor effectiveness of management protocols.
any adverse impacton Reserve values protocols for assessment, licencing and management of
activities and events.

Authorised Lease, Licence or Other Estates — Sportsground

Type Common Name [Land or Facility [Purpose Method of Granting
Lease Food Retail Sportsground Land |[Provision of mobile/containerised food retail Expression of Interest
Community Licence |Activity Sportsground Land [Provision of community activities/events Delegated authority of Council officer
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13.

PARK LAND CATEGORY

Introduction

Map 3 indicates land categorised as Park within the Lake Albert Precinct and is used for active and passive recreation and the hosting of events and gatherings.

Parts of this area of the Lake Albert Precinct. are subject to an Aboriginal Land Claim. Wagga Wagga City Council, as Crown Land Manager, is required to act in a custodial role
with regard to management of the land until such time as the claim has been determined.

Issues:

Water quality and level of Lake Albert has impacted the ability of the community to utilise the Lake Albert Precinct as required,

Inadequate recreational infrastructure for Youth,

Aging and inadequate infrastructure does not support the full potential of the Lake Albert Precinct,
Inadequate recognition and preservation of Aboriginal Cultural sites,

Existing infrastructure does not meet contemporary standards regarding accessibility,

Physical separation between Lake Albert Oval and Apex Park open spaces due to existing buildings.

Development and Use

Park — Permitted Uses

Purposes for which Further Development is Permitted

Active and passive recreation including cycling,
youth recreation and children’s play,

Group recreational use including picnics and
celebrations,

The conducting of festivals, competitions, parades,
markets, fairs and similar events and gatherings
and subjectto Council permit,

Nature conservation and observation,

Temporary events or organised activities which are
approved by Wagga Wagga City Council and are
for purposes for which a short-term licence maybe
issued over Crown Land.

Note the redevelopment of the Lake Albert Oval/Apex Park amenities block in the Apex Park area to include clubhouse, kiosk,
storage, unisex changerooms and addition of Accessible Adult Change Facility. Lake Albert Hall to be included in the redevelopment
of this facility. Ensure redevelopment creates a connection between Lake Albert Oval and Apex Park.

Installation of Council approved advisory and cultural interpretive signage and representation of Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First
Nation’s Culture within the Park Area,

Small scale commercial operations which are sympathetic to and support the use of the Lake Albert Precinct, and subject to relevant
licencing, can also occur in Park areas,

Provision of adequate infrastructure to facilitate both small and large-scale Community events both land and water based (festivals,
markets, competitions) including hard stand areas, three bin system, formalise entry and exit points inclusive of accessible
connections, power access, extend irrigation points and provision of storage sites etc.

Improved access to the Lake Albert Precinct for people of all abilities to engage in recreational activities — disabled toilets, adult
laydown facility, pathways that facilitate connectivity and fishing/boating access platform,

Development for the purposes of active recreation for Youth including half-court basketball courts and Pump/BMX/Dirt track facility at
Apex Park — see indicative plan following,

Undertake tree planting (deciduous non-native and native) to provide extension of shade around the perimeter of the Lake,

Development required for public safety and compliance purposes.

Prescribed Local Government Act 1993 Objectives

Means of Achievement Manner of Assessment
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e To encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural,
social, and educational pastimes and activities

e  Encourage and support the hosting of both small and large-
scale events that utilise all areas of the Lake Albert Precinct

o Development of recreational faculties that cater for the
Youth demographic,

e  Consultation with Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations
People to ensure preservation and representation of
Aboriginal Cultural presence,

e Redevelopment of public amenities, clubrooms, kiosk,
changerooms, Accessible Adult Laydown facility and Lake
Albert Hall that improve the connection between Lake Albert
Oval and Apex Park

e Development of infrastructure that enables equitable access
to recreational pursuits

e Renewal of O’Halloran Park community hall
e Renewal of dog agility course

e Ongoing maintenance — playgrounds, sportsground,
buildings, public amenities, green spaces — turf/trees,
walk/cycle track and solar lighting.

A diverse range of events take place each year

Development of half-court basketball court and
Pump/BMX/Dirt track facility at Apex Park

The cultural significance to First Nations People of the
landscapes within the Park areas is widely
acknowledgedand respected.

Secure funding to enable the design and use of
interpretive signage that reflects the
Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and cultural significance of the
Park areas

Facility incorporating public hall, clubrooms, kiosk, public
toilets including Accessible Adult Laydown facility
constructed connecting Lake Albert Oval and Apex Park

The walk/cycle way is widened to three metres and sealed
Sufficient maintenance budget allocated.

e To provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes
and for the casual playing of games

e Encourage visitors to undertake observation of the
biodiversity present within the Lake Albert
Precinct,

e Expand the tree canopy in Park areas to enhance shade
provision,

e Expand the number of irrigated green spaces.

Provision of information online and onsite to educate the
community and visitors about Lake Albert’s biodiversity
values,

Shade trees planted and irrigated green spaces increased.

e Toimprove the land in such a way as to promote and
facilitate its use to achieve the other core objectives for its
management.

e Create a staged development plan and related asset
management and maintenance standards for the
implementation of Plan of Management

e  Explore commercial developmentto facilitate tourism e.g.
retail and hospitality e.g. café/restaurant, boat, canoe,
paddle board hire on scheduled days, unique pop-up
activations, other recreation hire and tour operations.

e Provide information for visitors to help raise awareness and
promote responsible use that minimises the impact of
human activity.

Stage development plan and related asset management
and maintenance standards for the implementation of Plan
of Managementcreated.

Authorised Lease, Licence or Other Estates — Park

Type Common Name |Land or Facility|Purpose Method of Granting

Community Licence |Bidgee Dragons Inc. Lot 1 DP 1260459 |Shed storage to facilitate aquatic activity By resolution of Wagga Wagga City Council.

Community Licence |Wagga Triants Lot 7004 DP Shed storage to facilitate recreational activity By resolution of Wagga Wagga City Council.
Triathlon Club 94147

Community Licence |Wagga Wagga Lot 49 DP 775377 |Shed storage to facilitate aquatic activity By resolution of Wagga Wagga City Council.
Sailing Club Inc.

Community Licence |Activity Foreshore Land  |Provision of community activities/events Delegated authority of a Council Officer

Lease Food Retail Foreshore Land | Provision of mobile/containerised food retail Expression of Interest.
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LEGEND

Climbing Trail
(IMBA Green Circle Difficulty Rating)

(IMBA Blue Square Difficulty Rating)

Link Trail - Two-Way Trail
(IMBA Green Circle Difficulty Rating)

Technical Trail Features

(a.) - Bermed Corner
(Approx. 0.9m-1.5m height)

(b.) - Tabletop Jump
(Approx. 1.5-2m height)

(e.) - Hip Jump
(Approx. 1.5-2m height)

Descending Trail 1 - Dirt Jump Line [
(IMBA Blue Square Difficulty Rating)

Descending Trail 2 - 'Flow' Trail

(c.) - Larger Roller
(Approx. 0.9-1.5m height)

(d.) - Small Roller
(Approx. 0.6-0.9m height)

APEX PARK

LAKE ALBERT PUBLIC SCHOOL

4 DIRTART

Dirt Art Pty Ltd
+. 1800 872 457

e. infoGdirtart com.au
w. www dtart com.au

PROXCT  LAKE ALBERT PUMP TRACK & MTB SKILLS PARK
LocATON Lake Albert, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

N Wagga Wagga City Council

CONCEPT PLAN - PUMP TRACK & MTB SKILLS PARK

SCALE@AY  1:500

oATES

130218

REVISION

o

Indicative Pump Track Plan for Apex Park
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14. ANNEXURES

14.1 Annexurel

Establishment of Camp Area

Change of land use category is required to enable the possible establishment of a campground area within the Lake Albert Precinct.
Land Description

Wagga Wagga City Council is the Crown Land Manager for Lot 1 DP 1260459, which is currently categorised as Natural Area — Bushland. The land use category would need to
be altered to General Community Use.

Council Resolution

At the Ordinary Meeting of Wagga Wagga City Council held 12 August 2019 Council resolved:

That Council:

a. Commence the development of arevised Plan of Management for the Apex Park (Lake Albert) reserve

b. Consider the possible development of a camping ground, caravan park and other land uses on the crown land bordered by Nelson Drive, Plumpton Road and the Wagga Boat
Club during the development of the Plan of Management

c. Consider the funding of the development use during the development of the 2020/21 budget process. If Council resolved to pursue any accommodation options in this location
a new Plan of Management would need to be developed for the Apex Park (Lake Albert) reserve in its entirety. This is required as the proposed camping activity is not consistent with
the current reserve purpose of public recreation. The current category for the identified Land Parcel is Natural Area Bushland. Application would need to be made to the Department
of Planning, Housing and Industry to have the Land Use Category changed to General Community Use to enable a development of this kind to occur

Community Need for a Camp Area

Increasing numbers of travellers are opting for off-grid, self-sufficient caravan set-ups and proactively seek out short-term low or no cost camping areas. These locations are usually
found in smaller rural locations away from major population centres. Wagga Wagga already has an established free camping area including a amenities block, dump point, BBQ and
sheltered picnic tables and seats.

Wilks Park is free for self-contained RVs and permits stays of up to 72 hours. A number of River Reserves are located across the LGA are also utilised by free campers. Wagga
Wagga is also serviced by five privately operated established caravan parks.

The land parcel identified as a potential second camp area is located directly behind the Wagga Wagga Boat Club’s facility. The Wagga Wagga Country Club (Golf) isalso
adjacent to the proposed area. No formal negotiations have occurred with surrounding entities due to the change of land use category process to be completed.

The Wagga Wagga Boat Club have advocated for the development since its initial discussion due to its potential to provide an additional customer base for the Club’s hospitality
operations. This provision of this style of accommodation is also believed to assist with the attracting and staging of major aquatic events in the future.

At the time of the Council Meeting endorsing the investigation of a camping area an objection was received from a local Caravan Park operator stating that LocalGovernment
should not be involved with proposing or running a business in competition to a regulated industry (caravan park).
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Identified Establishment and Ongoing Costs

Specific regulatory compliance, operational guidelines and infrastructure development and extensive community consultation will need to be undertaken prior to the establishment
of a camping area in the Lake Albert Precinct.

Issues to be Addressed and Potential Impacts

Regulations and Management

e Approval to have the Crown Land parcel categorised as General Community Use,

e Adherence to related legislative and policy requirements relevant cultural and environmental impact studies,

e The Local Government (Manufactured Home Estates, Caravan Parks, Camping Grounds and Moveable Dwellings) Regulation 2005. This regulation determines the
level of service required in a camping ground located on the identified land at Lake Albert,

e Preparation and submission of a Section 68 Activity Approval,

e The establishment of a Campground will require the development and implementation of an operational plan as per the Wilks Park Campground Operations
Document.

e Determine asset protection zones

e Determine maximum number and type of vehicles

e Determine hours of operation

o Noise levels and management

o Determine number of sites and number and location of car parking spaces

e Determine vehicle movements and proximity to other vehicles

e Determine road entry and exit requirements

e Only self-contained vehicles permitted

e Dogs onleads only

e Use of fires for cooking

e Portable toilets, showers and discharge of grey water prohibited

e Provision of Conditions of Use and Evacuation

e Signage

e Penalty provisions.

Infrastructure, Permitted Activities, Monitoring and Maintenance

e Sewer dump point

e Appropriate lighting

e Determine vehicle movements

e Determine number and location of car parking spaces

e Determine road entry and exit requirements

e Provision of necessary infrastructure — water supply, adequate amenities (toilets, showers), BBQs, waste management, dump points, road surfaces
e Provision and maintenance of appropriate landscaping

e Provision of Council Ranger monitoring

e Establishment of ongoing operational and maintenance budgets.
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Environment and Potential Impacts

e Preservation of biodiversity, critical habitat and wildlife linkages

e Ecologically sustainable development in keeping with the amenity of the Lake Albert Precinct
e Fire risks

e Visual and social aesthetics.

Community Consultation - During the Public Exhibition of the Lake Albert Draft Plan of Management extensive consultation and input will be sought from the
community and stakeholders to determine support for the establishment of a campground area within the Lake Albert Precinct.

Consultation will take place with:

e Neighbouring commercial entities

e Agquatic recreation user groups

e Wiradjuri/Wiradyuri and First Nations Peoples regarding the Cultural Significance of the proposed location
e Caravan Park Industry

e Neighbouring residential areas

e Lake Albert Precinct community users

e Local environmental groups

e Broader community.

14.2 Annexure 2
Schedule of identified infrastructure additions and permitted activities

Project Schedule

Accessible Shared Pathways

Widen to 3 metres and seal Medium term: 5-10 years
Spaced seating and water refill stations Short term: 1-5 years
Develop connections from carparking lay-by Medium term: 5-10 years
locations

Foreshores

Restoration of eroded areas Short term: 1-5 years
Ongoing removal of encroaching vegetation due to | Ongoing

low water levels

Provision of accessible pier and fishing platforms Short term: 1-5 years

Lake Albert

Lake Albert Pipeline | Short term: 1-5 years

Key Entertainment Nodes (Ron Wheeler/Bosley/Apex and Ray Beddoe Parks)
Hard stands Short term: 1-5 years

Formal access and car parking Medium term: 5-10 years
Increased seating/tables/shelters Short term: 1-5 years

Event power supply and increased lighting Medium term: 5-10 years
Three-bin waste management system Short term: 1-5 years
Temporary/Event food licensing Short term: 1-5 years
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Apex Park

Permit Commercial Operations e.g. Containerised
Hospitality/Aquatic Recreation Hire

Medium term: 5-10 years

Explore options for future use of kiosk building

Short term: 1-5 years

Redevelop Public Hall/Public Amenities to
incorporate Change Rooms, Adult Laydown
Change Facility

Medium term: 5-10 years

Construct Bike Facility, Stage Area, Basketball
Court

Medium term: 5-10 years

Explore extension of sporting oval

Medium term: 5-10 years

Event Viewing Area

Event power supply and increased lighting

Medium term: 5-10 years

Formal access

Medium term: 5-10 years

O’Halloran Park

Increase seating

Short term: 1-5 years

Provision of Public Toilets

Medium term: 5-10 years

Irrigation of green spaces

Medium term: 5-10 years

Renewal of community hall

Medium term: 5-10 years

Note: This schedule is subject to change and may be updated as needed to reflect operational needs, stakeholder requirements, capital funding availability, and grant funding outcomes.

14.3 Annexure 3
Previous Technical Reports in relation to Lake Albert.

Year Title

Author

Comments

Pre 2000 Catchment Mgt Study Lake Albert - Final

Report - July 1993 - Part 1

Engineers

Willings & Partners Consulting

Study around catchment history, water quality, best management practices, land
controls, funding and community involvement.

Report - July 1993 - Part 2

Catchment Mgt Study Lake Albert - Final

Engineers

Willings & Partners Consulting

Land controls, funding, community involvement, appendices A-C (estimated capital and
annual costs, soil & water management plan and design information for stormwater
controls)

Report - July 1993 - Part 3

Catchment Mgt Study Lake Albert - Final

Engineers

Willings & Partners Consulting

Appendices C(cont)-F (design information for stormwater controls, control of soil erosion
and sedimentation, controlling runoff pollution, and design examples for future
development)

Design - 1996

Draft Lake Albert Constructed Wetland

Services

Water Resources Consulting

Draft wetland design including background, inc. notes from Colin Earnshaw and Brian
Short

Lake Albert Catchment - Diagrams - 1994

Riverina Field Studies Centre

Images of Lake Albert catchment 1974 & 1994, topographic map, satellite image 1991,
land use in the catchment

1-1967-1968

Lake Albert Storage Behaviour Graph - Pg

Graph showing storage behaviour in 1967-1968 when drought occurred

2 - 1940-1995

Lake Albert Storage Behaviour Graph - Pg

Graph showing storage behaviour in 1940-1995
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Lake Albert Wetland Concept Design -
Jan 1996 - Part 1

Water Resources Consulting
Services

Report around wetland concept design - background info, description of features, and
construction

Lake Albert Wetland Concept Design -
Jan 1996 - Part 2

Water Resources Consulting
Services

Lake Albert Wetland Concept Design -
Jan 1996 - Part 3

Water Resources Consulting
Services

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Part
1

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Part
2

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Part
3

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Part
4

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
12a - Fig 2

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
14a - Fig 3

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
16a - Fig 4

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
18a - Fig5

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
24a-Fig 6

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
26a-Fig 7

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
26b - Fig 8

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
29a - Fig 10

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
29b - Fig 9

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
38a - Fig 11

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
39a - Fig 12

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
53a

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Land Resources Study - Catchment - Pg
55a

Soil Conservation Service of
NSW

Riverwise Stream Bed Erosion Treatment
Proposal - 1995

Dept Land and Water
Conservation

Treatment options for log/timber V weir OR boulders to control stream bed erosion

Sedimentation Thesis - 1989

Gary Gordon Caitcheon

Thesis around the sedimentation in Lake Albert

2000-2005

Monitoring Report - 2000

WWCC - Dept of Community
Services

Report examining and assessing water quality (current and seasonal), also reviewing
pathogen indicator analysis.
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Model.dwg

2006-2010 Draft Lake Albert Management Plan - Cary Reynolds Mr Reynolds conducted qualitative and quantitative research. This research assessed
2005-2015 2006-2016 available studies, research and data, along with engagement and consultation with key
sector departmental officers, council staff and input from the Lake Albert Community
Committee. Further community input was also sought from the broader community
through a public exhibition of the Lake Albert Management Plan
Lake Albert Management Plan 2009-2015 | WWCC
- Adopted 2010
2011-2015 Lake Albert Survey Folder > 3D

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1185500

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Lake Albert Survey - aerial image of whole lake with break-up sections shown

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1185600.dwg

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1185600

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - water levels whole lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1185700

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sheet 1 - water levels of north part of lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1185800

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sheet 2 - water levels of middle of lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1185900

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sheet 3 - water levels of mid-west part of lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186000

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sheet 4 - water levels of mid-east part of lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186100

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sheet 5 - water levels of south-west part of lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186200

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sheet 5 - water levels of south-east part of lake

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186300

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Cross Section Sheet 1

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186400

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Cross Section Sheet 2

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186500

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Sediment probe locations

Lake Albert Survey Folder > 1186600

Neil Charters P/L Survey &
Design Services

Survey - Lake bed level differences

Lake Albert Survey Folder > Hydrographic
Survey Report - 2015

Aquarius Surveys Pty Ltd

Report of results from mapping Lake Albert sedimentation

Lake Albert Survey Folder > Bathymetric
Survey Quote - 2015

Total Hydrographic

Community Committee Management Plan
Update Report - May 2015

WWCC - David Christiansen

Presentation around potential stormwater harvesting, wetlands, gross pollutant trap,
creek outlets

Lake Albert Community Forum
Presentation Slides - May 2015

WWCC

Presentation slides from WWCC Officers and Committee 4 Wagga, and opportunity to
discuss specific issues
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Lake Albert Silt Mount Material
Assessment Report - June 2013

GHD P/L

Geotechnical and contamination investigation of the stockpiled material from Lake
Albert

Redevelopment Plan Excerpt

Jarrah Duckhs and Brachy
Wilson

Only an excerpt of the Report providing information on Lake Albert's problems, water
cycle, shoreline, and stringy bark drain. The excerpt only provides information on
Section 1 - "The Problem"

Tatton Drain Diversion Council Report -
Feb 2011

WWCC

Council report recommending to not proceed with installation of permanent diversion
structure at Tatton Drain, repair damage caused by storm and reinstate Tatton Drain,
endure reallocation of surplus funds from this project to improve inflow into southern

end of lake

Assessment - Feasibitiy Study Pt 2 - Jan
2024

Management / Stantec Australia
P/L

2016-2020 Crooked Creek East Side Tributary Excerpt from GHD Report of stormwater harvesting and estimated pricing
Catchment Assessment - Jan 2017
Draft Lake Albert Wetland Design Water Resources Consulting Figure 2.1 showing draft wetland
Services
Draft Review of Environmental Factors - NGH Consulting Review of environmental factors for Vegetation removal and boat ramp extension - pg
Mar 2020 - Part 1 1-50
Draft Review of Environmental Factors - NGH Consulting Review of environmental factors for Vegetation removal and boat ramp extension - pg
Mar 2020 - Part 2 51-100
Draft Review of Environmental Factors - NGH Consulting Review of environmental factors for Vegetation removal and boat ramp extension - pg
Mar 2020 - Part 3 101-137
Draft Review of Environmental Factors - NGH Consulting Permit Application to DPI for removal of eucalyptus regrowth and 6 boat ramp
Mar 2020 - Part 4 extensions
Submission Ministers Discretion - Nov WWCC Application for in principle approval for a Deed of Agreement and Draft Special Purpose
2020 Access Licence
Tatton Drain Diversion Office Environment | Office of Environment and Letter from Andrew to GHD with preliminary advice around feasibility report for the
and Heritage - Preliminary Advice - Jan Heritage - Andrew Fisher diversion of stormwater flows from Tatton Drain to Lake Albert
2017
Water Harvesting Options - completed WWCC Information of risks, controls, and priorities for assisting the lake
between 2009-2016
2021-Today Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence | Australian Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Due Diligence Assessment for the proposed three-stage

Lake Albert Enhanced Flow Scheme

Letter re Low Inflow - Aug 2020

WMA Water

Letter from WMA Water reviewing water loss estimate for Lake Albert

Hydrographic Survey Report - 2024

PESAC

Hydrographic Survey 2024, includes comparison to 2015 survey

Technical Memo Summary - Water
Quality Management - 2024

Atlan Stormwater

Report assessing and mitigating water quality issues in Lake Albert
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Submission

Response

1 |There could be a lot more attention to watercourses leading into the Lake to restore them and reduce sediment entering into the
Lake.

More Reed beds within the Lake and natural vegetation on the verges rather than disturbing via works and increasing turbidity.
The camp ground would comprise an Endangered ecological community and there fore not comply with law.

Restoring vegetation in the creeks leading in via selective weeding and planting should lead to a healthier ecosystem.

Council has previously completed environmental works within the creek and will
continue to identify funding opportunities to complete works in the watercourses as
appropriate in the future.

The reed beds and nature vegetation on verges will be explored as part of the ongoing
management of the foreshore, as well as ongoing investigations into the management of
nutrients within Lake Albert.

Feedback in relation to the campground and ecological community has been noted. Any
development will be undertaken in consideration with the environmental and ecological
community. The Plan of Management highlights that any development related to this
would require additional community consultation, a Section 68 planning approval, and
formal endorsement by Council.
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2 |l would like to commend you on the draft Document for the Lake Albert management plan Council is working on the Lake Albert Pipeline project to assist with the water levels and
We have had previous manage plans for the lake, but unfortunately there has not actually been a lot of progress on what was quality in Lake Albert. Council continues to trial emerging technology and products for
actually in the management plan the management of blue green algae within Lake Albert.
The 2009 to 2015 plan was to look at the long-term stability of the lake foreshores and the sourcing of reliable water sources to
make the lake usable through the summer months in years of low rainfall Council is currently undertaking investigations as part of a Major Overland Flow Flooding
Since 2009, we upgraded some of the foreshore ,improved the boat ramps,resurfaced Apex Park parking areas and tye off points  |Study (MOFFS) project that is looking into the potential of raising the top water level of
for Boats and also obtained a special purpose water license from the murrumbidgee River Lake Albert.
And also secured funding from the federal government and Wagga Wagga city council in excess of 8,000,000 to upgrade
foreshores and complete the pipeline in which we have two year timeline As part of the ongoing management of the foreshore, and ongoing investigation of

Also, the walking track was resurfaced But unfortunately, there was not enough funding to raise the low areas that get in covered |vegetation options, the foreshore and surrounds will be looked into.
with water when the lake is in a very high-level
I’'m disappointed that there’s is no timelines for any of these projects in the management plan at all Council's priority project for Lake Albert is the implementation of the pipeline which will
I think you need to prioritise our major issues that involves the lake itself, a healthy lake will create its own tourism to the city allow low nutrient water to be discharged into the lake.

1) and 2) in conjunction with each other, complete the pipeline for constant water levels , Continue to source and investigate
solutions to our blue green algae problem first both (high priority) without the lake been Usable for recreation, and just day to day |Feedback in relation to the campground has been noted. The Plan of Management
activities Very few are going to use the foreshores or the amenities around it and a loss to Wagga tourism highlights that any development related to this would require additional community
3) if the height of the walking track was increased in the low areas, when they refurbished it, we could’ve possibly raise the water |consultation, a Section 68 planning approval, and formal endorsement by Council.
level at the outlet wall by 250 mil which will increased the water depth,at a very small cost to Wagga city council in regards to the
cost of dredging the lake which we will never see in our lifetime

4) the replanting of our preferred willow trees that will take a lot of nutrients out of the water and also filter the water to help
reduce blue green algae This needs to be done when we do the foreshore improvements.

4) also Investigate into capturing the water from tatton drain which is estimated to be over half a metre of water per year

Itis no longer a waterway or stream

As it has been redeveloped into housing and is classified as stormwater which Wagga city council is in control of

This will also reduce the pumping costs from the river In rain events

5) Also, the caravan stay on Nelson Drive should be investigated as a priority as we are short of overnight accommodation for
tourist since the caravan park at the Wagga beach was closed and we are losing a lot of tourism dollars

In general, we need to put the Horse before the cart we need to prioritise the lake itself and get it back to a healthy state before
we look at other improvements around the lake Other than essential ones for safety and usability around the lake
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3 |1. There s no financial assessment of the economic benefits the lake provides to the City and community. The estimated value
the lake brings is a large driver or guide of what public money should be allocated. Previous plans have called for this but the
council has not delivered.

2. There is no mention of the Wagga Country club as interested party. Given they have an allocation of water this is very
important to convey accurate information to the public - particularly given the small amount of the total water they take.

3. Section 1.3 - Perhaps details on the Stringy Bark creek diversion should be included.

4. Section 8.2 - Prospect of development within the catchment and the Southern Growth area needs to be included as a
consideration of impact.

5. Section 8.2 - The real or potential for impact by the Wagga Country club needs to be mentioned.

6. Section 8.7.2 - the prospect of a campground needs to be far better covered. Specifically the long term staying at North Wagga
will only allow similar issues at a new campground at the Lake. Whilst it may well bring some benefit to the Boat and Golf Club -
the potential for long terms staying is obvious. If Council does not have the resources or the intention of policing short term stay
then | am not in favour of more of these free camp grounds. There is obviously no policing at North Wagga as many of the camps
are there for months or years.

Happy to discuss further.

An economic analysis is undertaken in/during the development of specific business cases
for projects that are identified within the Plan of Management.

The Wagga Country Club is privately owned and remain an important lake stakeholder
who will continue to be consulted on all Lake Albert matters as required.

The Stringy Bark creek diversion has been added to Section 1.3.

The prospect of Southern Growth Development and Wagga Country Club has been
added to Section 8.2.

Feedback in relation to the campground has been noted. The Plan of Management
highlights that any development related to this would require additional community
consultation, a Section 68 planning approval, and formal endorsement by Council.

4 |What | would like from the Council is to make a bridge over the Lake Albert and that would bring more enjoyment and
entertainment to the area and that would be absolutely wonderful, with thanks

A bridge over the lake has been deemed unfeasible from a cost and necessity point of
view.

5 |itlooks like a great plan, however first and foremost water quality and level should be addressed, after this is obtained the rest will
follow based on funding ad prioritisation.

Feedback noted.
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To whom it may concern.

| am writing to oppose the proposed development of a parcel of land in Nelson Dr Springvale for the use of a campground for the
following reasons.

The land borders a primary and secondary school

Many students walk and ride bikes to and from school past the land

The land is in very close proximity to residential homes

The current campground at Wilks Park North Wagga and Oura has attracted several permanent and semi-permanent residents
that despite council efforts have not moved on. Some residents there have constructed temporary dwellings. The campgrounds
have become an environmental issue as many campers use the grounds as urinals.

The use of campgrounds has a dramatic impact on local caravan parks and associated small businesses.

| understand that the Wagga Boat Club would be in favour of such a development as they anticipate that the “campers” may utilise
their facilities. | believe that this is misguided as campers are usually self-sufficient and do not use clubs and pubs other than to
use their amenities.

Local residents have paid premium prices for their blocks of land and do not want unregulated camping access to land near them.

| do not believe that the development of a campground in this area is a positive move for Lake Albert and Wagga Wagga. The
most important development for Lake Albert is for council to develop a strategy to ensure more consistent water levels in the lake.

Regards

Feedback noted.

There are existing public toilets available adjacent to the proposed site of the
campground.

Council is working on the Lake Albert Pipeline project to assist with the water levels and
quality in Lake Albert.

1 would like to request that the pedestrian access to the Lake Albert walk / cycle path via Western side of Lakehaven Drive be
sealed. When the track was sealed some years ago this access was not included. The access point has loose gravel / blue metal
which is not stable and dangerous for walkers and cycle riders. Thank you.

Feedback noted so that if grant funding becomes available in the future, this proposal
could be considered to ensure a consistent surface with the remainder of the walking
path.

| suggest to plant more shrubs (Callistemon that grow in water etc) and reeds as there are between the golf club/ boat club/
Lakeside Drive.

As part of the ongoing management of the foreshore, and ongoing investigation of
vegetation options, the foreshore and surrounds will be looked into.

Additional amenities and beautification of Lake Albert precint is all good but unless the lake is kept at a high water level and free
from bluegreen algae they are of little value.

| believe all resources and finances in the near future should be concentrated on completing the top up pipeline from the river and
control of the algae contamination.

Council is working on the Lake Albert Pipeline project to assist with the water levels and
quality in Lake Albert. Council continues to trial emerging technology and products for
the management of blue green algae within Lake Albert.

10

At Ray Beddoe Park can you please put forward a cricket pitch and some football (soccer/AFL/ NRL) goal posts in for this side of
lake. There is a lovely amount of flat space near the golf course there. Like there is at Ron Wheeler Park.

Also when redoing the playground, there was no option to have a boat. | feel this would be a great addition to the playground as
the children can look across the water like at Apex.

Thank you in advance.

Feedback noted so that if grant funding becomes available in the future, this proposal
could be considered for Ray Beddoe Park.

11

As a Tatton resident regularly using the lake for early morning walks, | value the lighting around the lake for visibility and safety.
Unfortunately, there are noticeable sections both ends of the lake where the lights are out and go months without getting fixed. |
recommend a budget allocation and either 3 or 4 monthly assessment and replacement schedule of broken or faulty lighting. From
community assistance perspective | would be happy to assist with tagging non-operational lights. Thank you.

Feedback noted. Council acknowledges that the lighting around the lake is a benefit for
both visibility and safety and will continue to manage this.
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12

| have been a regular user of Lake Albert for boating and walking for nearly 40 years. In that time | have noted many changes -
positives are the improved amenities e.g. boat ramp, walkway and a few seats/tables. The BMX track and off-leash dog area get a
fair bit of use.

There are quite a few things that need improvement. There lake is now a featureless, muddy puddle.

1. Water quality and bank erosion have significantly degraded. Many years ago there were Rakali living there but the misguided
removal of the willows and cumbungi has meant loss of habitat for animals, fish and birds.

2. The removal of the vegetation has also resulted in a massive blue/green algae problem because there are no longer any trees
and reeds etc to remove nutrients. There was no problem prior to the vegetation removal.

3. Bank erosion is now a major problem because there is no vegetation to mitigate boat wash, especially wake boats (maybe these
should be banned from the lake). A long term but expensive need is to repair all the damaged bank. A short section near the boat
ramp was done but it was very expensive and overkill.

4. During the last drought when water levels were low and there were no boats, there was very extensive water plant growth. It
was a wonderful habitat for birds. | had never before or since, seen so many there (including nesting swans) . | strongly
recommend re-establishment of vegetation and wet lands (eg northern and southern ends) to improve habitat and water quality
rather than the hairbrained ideas of electronic devices or spraying on so-called remedies. If any silt buildup is to be removed, use it
to create channels and islands to form the wetlands.

5. 1 also strongly recommend the installation of many more seats (with shade) and shelters/tables around the lake foreshore. The
few that are there are totally inadequate - especially for older people and children who need frequent rests when walking, or for
people who just want to sit and enjoy the lake for bird watching, picnics, fishing etc. Unfortunately | do not have an answer for the
vandalism of them apart from using vandal-proof materials.

6. | cannot believe the decree that prohibits the diversion of rainfall runoff from Tatton drain into the lake. A weir across the drain

near the road to divert storm water into the lake via the spillway would be very inexpensive and require no on-going running costs.

It would also create a nice little habitat water pond in Tatton drain. | was very pleased when the "illegal" diversion was put in place
because it was such a logical thing to do rather than allow all the water to flow to the river only to be pumped back again at great
expense.

Thankyou for the opportunity to comment and contribute as a lake user with a background in agricultural ecology and pest
management.

Feedback noted. Council is working on the Lake Albert Pipeline project to assist with the
water levels and quality in Lake Albert. Council continues to trial emerging technology
and products for the management of blue green algae within Lake Albert.

As part of the ongoing management of the foreshore, and ongoing investigation of
vegetation options, the foreshore and surrounds will be looked into. Council has
historically investigated wetlands and during community engagement processes, there
was little to no support from the community.

Feedback noted so that if grant funding becomes available in the future, the proposal of
additional seating and shade areas around the lake could be considered.

Council's priority project for Lake Albert is the implementation of the pipeline which will
allow low nutrient water to be discharged into the lake.
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13

To take advantage of the Lake’s attraction to tourists and local athletes alike, Council should consider, and be open to allowing for
temporary road closure of east lake drive for triathlons/cycling events.

Wagga has hosted the Academy Games in recent years, yet in the year when algae levels were considered safe for swimming,
Council were only open to a hazardous, less than ideal bike course on the western side of the lake that impacted users of the boat
club and many others travelling from south wagga towards the city.

Closure of east like drive between lake street at the southern end and Talbingo crescent at the northern end, would have
showcased Wagga and been a great spectacle for visitors and competitors alike.

This option would still have allowed access for users of the lake wishing to park at apex park and still allowed residents of east lake
drive to park in any number of side streets, so as to exit the area if required.

In summary, please consider traffic management arrangements for events which will showcase the Lake and Wagga more
generally, before finalising the Lake Albert management plan.

Feedback noted. As water levels and water quality improvements are achievable,
additional event opportunities will be explored.

14

| endorse the 10 yr plan especially the improvements to amenities such as widening the walking path. When 2 people walk in each
direction, often with a dog each, one person has to walk on the grass.

As for water retention, I'd recommend that the rooftop rainwater from adjacent Lake Albert and Lakeside and Tatton residents be
directed into the lake, if it isn't already.

Thanks for the drinking water stations and dog poop bags. The walking track was one of the best things WWCC has done for
residents as it has become a regular meeting place.

Feedback noted. Council's priority project for Lake Albert is the implementation of the
pipeline which will allow low nutrient water to be discharged into the lake.

15

Reading the draft management plan it was disappointing to read in section 8.2 the use of non-committal words like “investigate”
when the lake issues have been present and investigated/researched/discussed for so many years already. Appropriate
engineering solutions should be known, so it should be more a case of action towards outcomes rather than years of further
investigation. Additionally, there should be plans agreed and put in place for the situation where water levels drop again for the
removal of silt and deepening the lake. The community missed a great opportunity last time the lake dried out because decisions
could not be made in a timely manner - so put these in the plan now.

Feedback noted. The management of water quality and improvement is a fast changing
industry that requires ongoing investigation and monitoring.

Council's priority project for Lake Albert is the implementation of the pipeline which will
allow water to be discharged into the lake to prevent the extremely low water levels.

16

This is looking good. | am really keen to see MAJOR improvements in the dog park (Area 6). Perhaps consider a divided area, so
smaller dogs and larger dogs can be separate. Much more seating for owners is required, as well as water and shade. It would be
great to have this GREEN instead of the dusty, dirty area it is now.

The O'Halloran Dog Park has recently been upgraded.

17

Do not progress plans on camping. Free campgrounds always end up the playground for the homeless and drug/alcohol abusers.
The walking track is fine, does not need widening. Spend our money on other facilities.

Feedback in relation to the campground has been noted. The Plan of Management
highlights that any development related to this would require additional community
consultation, a Section 68 planning approval, and formal endorsement by Council.

The widening of the walk/cycle way would provide equitable access for all users and
accommodates for the high volume of use.
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18

Dear Council Members,

| am writing to provide my feedback on the draft management plan for Lake Albert. First and foremost, | would like to commend
the council for its comprehensive and diligent approach to addressing the challenges and opportunities associated with the
management of this vital natural resource. Lake Albert is a cherished landmark with significant ecological, recreational, and
cultural importance to our community, and it is heartening to see the council's commitment to its preservation and enhancement.

Environmental Conservation

The draft plan outlines several key strategies for environmental conservation, including efforts to improve water quality, protect
native flora and fauna, and mitigate the impact of invasive species. These initiatives are critical for maintaining the ecological
balance of Lake Albert and ensuring its long-term sustainability. In particular, | support efforts to reduce algal blooms and enhance
water quality.

Community Engagement and Education

Engaging the local community and raising awareness about the importance of Lake Albert's community benefits and its health are
crucial aspect of the draft plan. Educational programs, community workshops, and volunteer initiatives can foster a sense of
stewardship. Council may wish to consider partnerships with local schools, universities, local aquatic clubs and environmental
organizations to expand the reach and impact of these educational efforts.

Recreational Opportunities

Lake Albert is a popular destination for recreational activities such as boating, fishing, birdwatching, cycling, walking and picnicking.
The draft plan rightly emphasizes the need to balance recreational use with environmental protection. | appreciate the proposals
to improve/ enhance infrastructure, such as, all-weather access to the clubs on the south western corner of Lake Albert, upgrading
the carpark on south western side of the lake to an all-weather surface, instigating a campground above the south western
carpark, while also implementing measures to minimize the ecological footprint of these activities.

My concern about the Future development plan is that the fishing platforms should be placed in the 4 knot zones and not where
they will impact the area used for power craft. Additionally, the accessible pontoon should be relocated away from the south
western corner of the lake as it is heavily used by the clubs on the foreshore or included in the fishing platforms which would be
best placed at the south eastern corner and the northern end of the lake.

To reduce pressure on the foreshore, it may be beneficial to initiate a precinct at the northern end of the lake that includes
numbers 1,2&3 (on the future development plan), as wel[l as the fishing pontoon.

Feedback noted.

Council has an Environmental Education Officer who undertakes the community
engagement and education activities.

Detailed investigations will be undertaken with the placement of any infrastructure
during the planning phases of those specific projects when they arise.

Feedback in relation to the campground has been noted. The Plan of Management
highlights that any development related to this would require additional community
consultation, a Section 68 planning approval, and formal endorsement by Council.

Council is working on the Lake Albert Pipeline project to assist with the water levels and
quality in Lake Albert. Council continues to trial emerging technology and products for
the management of blue green algae within Lake Albert.
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Cultural and Historical Significance

Although the Lake was a swampy plain until 1900, the cultural and historical significance of Lake Albert to the local Indigenous
communities and broader public need full consideration. | am pleased to see the draft plan's recognition of this aspect and the
commitment to preserving and promoting Indigenous heritage. Collaboration with Indigenous leaders and organizations will be vital to
ensure that their knowledge and perspectives are integrated into the management strategies. Efforts to document and share the cultural
narratives associated with Lake A[bert can enrich the community’s understanding and appreciation of its heritage.

Climate Change Resilience

One of the most pressing challenges facing Lake Albert, and indeed many natural environments, is the impact of climate change. The draft
plan addresses this in a number of ways, however most of the community that | have spoken to are focused on clause 8, which addresses
the issues of water quality and quantity, the two measures that are fundamental to the ongoing benefit of the lake to the community. It is
the view of myself and others that we would encourage council to focus on clause 8 as the “top priority” of the new management plan.

Economic Considerations

The economic value of Lake Albert extends beyond its environmental and recreational benefits. It plays a role in supporting local
businesses, tourism, and property values. The draft plan's consideration of the economic implications of management decisions is
commendable. Ensuring that the lake remains an attractive, usable and accessible destination will require ongoing investment in
infrastructure and amenities. | encourage the council to continue to explore funding opportunities, such as grants and partnerships, to
support these initiatives for the benefit of the local and regional community.

Monitoring and Evaluation

A robust monitoring and evaluation framework is essential for assessing the effectiveness of the management plan and making informed
adjustments overtime. Performance indicators and monitoring protocols are critical for tracking progress and identifying areas for
improvement. | recommend that the council establish a transparent reporting system to keep the community informed about the
outcomes and any changes to the management strategies. Regular feedback loops with stakeholders can also provide valuable insights and
foster a collaborative approach to lake management.

In conclusion, the draft management plan for Lake Albert is an informative document that include the key issues facing the lake. The
council’'s commitment to environmental conservation, community engagement, recreational opportunities, cultural heritage, climate
resilience, economic considerations, and ongoing monitoring is commendable. | offer my full support for the proposed strategies “as
discussed above” and look forward to seeing their successful implementation. Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this
important” Draft Plan of Management document. Lake Albert is a precious asset to our community, and | am confident that, with
continued dedication and collaborative efforts, we can ensure its protection and enhancement for future generations.
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Dear Sir

We are in full agreement of the draft plan Lake Albert requires urgent attention and priority should be:
1.Bvater pipe from river to lake

2.®WVate quality to control blue green algie

3.Eift wall around the lake approximately 250ml

4 Reinforce lake edge with sandbags and rocks

5.@amping area — managed by CMCA caravan motorhome

6.Wore lighting needed — winter months solar lights the lights go out around 8:30pm sometimes earlier
7.Wore seating Lake Rd side

8.Blanting of willow trees

9.&dditional signage duck crossing including Lakeside Drive — with heavy traffic area.

Thanking you for your urgent attention as the lake is a great asset and has been neglected.

Yours faithfully,

PS the draft plan doesn’t have a closing date.

Feedback noted.

Council's priority project for Lake Albert is the implementation of the pipeline which will
allow low nutrient water to be discharged into the lake. Council continues to trial
emerging technology and products for the management of blue green algae within Lake
Albert.

As part of the ongoing management of the foreshore, and ongoing investigation of
vegetation options, the foreshore and surrounds will be looked into. As part of the Lake
Albert Pipeline project, over two kilometres of foreshore works will be completed to
address significant erosion.

Feedback in relation to the campground has been noted. The Plan of Management
highlights that any development related to this would require additional community
consultation, a Section 68 planning approval, and formal endorsement by Council. Any
management of the campground would be subject to further consideration and a public
EOI process.

Feedback noted. Council acknowledges that the lighting around the lake is a benefit for
both visibility and safety and will continue to manage this.

Feedback noted so that if grant funding becomes available in the future, the proposal of
additional seating areas around the lake could be considered.

Additional duck crossing signage including Lakeside Drive has been noted and will be
considered.
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